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Grace Presbyterian Church 
Fort Wayne, IN – Oct. 11, 2026 

20th Sunday After Pentecost 
 

 

 
  

 
 

Service Notes: Prayer cards are available in your pews for the sharing of Joys and Concerns.  You can give 
them to Sandy Garcia. We invite you to join in the liturgy by speaking the parts in BOLD. *Indicates when 

to stand in body or spirit. 
 

Worship Volunteers:  Worship Leader: Pastor Sandy Garcia – Lay Leader: Bob Bausser – Children’s 
Message: Tod German – Ushers: Stacey Monnier, Katelyn Monnier, & Grace Hochstetler – Tech: Todd 

German & Bob Bausser – Counters: Tyler Bowers & Jon Wolf – Pianist: Sue Creager – Choir Director: Tom 
Callahan.  
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Prelude —  Near to the Heart of God by McAfee 

 
Welcome 
 
Call to Worship 

Come and celebrate! Sing joyfully to the Lord, your God! Glorify God with 
your praise! 
Everything on earth will worship God; we will sing God’s praises, shouting 
God’s name in joyful songs. 
Come and see what God has done, what awesome things God has done for us! 
Let the whole world bless God and sing God’s praise. For our lives are in 
God’s hands, and God keeps our feet from stumbling. 
Let us worship with joy. 

 
*Opening Hymn —  #645 “Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above” 
 
*Call to Confession —   
 
*Prayer of Confession —  

O God, so often we take you for granted. We take for granted that you will 
answer our prayers, that you will heal us and make us whole. We take for 
granted that you love us. Forgive us for not appreciating your grace and 
presence in our lives. Help us to be more thankful. Give us faith to see you 
in everything and everyone around us, so that we may be truly grateful. In 
Christ’s name we pray. 
 

Time for silent confession 
 

*Assurance of Pardon —  
Friends, believe the good news: in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 

Song of Assurance #583 “Glory to God”  
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*Passing the Peace  
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. The peace of 
Christ be with you.  
And also with you. 
Please take a moment to greet your neighbor and others with the peace of 
Christ. 

 
Time for Music & Meditation 
 
Children’s Message 
 
Prayer for Illumination 

 
Hebrew Bible Reading — Exodus 32:1-14   p.137 

When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, 
the people gathered around Aaron, and said to him, “Come, make gods for us, 
who shall go before us; as for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of 
the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.” 
 
Aaron said to them, “Take off the gold rings that are on the ears of your wives, 
your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me.” So all the people took 
off the gold rings from their ears, and brought them to Aaron. He took the gold 
from them, formed it in a mold, and cast an image of a calf; and they said, 
“These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!” 
 
When Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it; and Aaron made proclamation 
and said, “Tomorrow shall be a festival to the Lord.” They rose early the next 
day, and offered burnt offerings and brought sacrifices of well-being; and the 
people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to revel. 
 
The Lord said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought 
up out of the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; they have been quick to turn 
aside from the way that I commanded them; they have cast for themselves an 
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image of a calf, and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are 
your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’” 
 
The Lord said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. 
Now let me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may 
consume them; and of you I will make a great nation.” 
 
But Moses implored the Lord his God, and said, “O Lord, why does your wrath 
burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with 
great power and with a mighty hand? Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with 
evil intent that he brought them out to kill them in the mountains, and to 
consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; change 
your mind and do not bring disaster on your people. Remember Abraham, 
Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying 
to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this 
land that I have promised I will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit 
it forever.’” 
 
And the Lord changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on 
his people. 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

Epistle Reading — Philippians 4:1-9   p.1829 
Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, 
stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. 
 
I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. Yes, and 
I ask you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled 
beside me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my 
co-workers, whose names are in the book of life. 
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Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be 
known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, 
whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any 
excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 
Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and 
seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you. 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

Choir Anthem — #687 “Our God, Our Help in Ages Past” 
 
Gospel Reading — Matthew 22:1-14   p.1534 

Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: “The kingdom of heaven 
may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. He sent 
his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they 
would not come. Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been 
invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been 
slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.’ But they 
made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, while 
the rest seized his slaves, maltreated them, and killed them. The king was 
enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. 
Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not 
worthy. Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the 
wedding banquet.’ Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom 
they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests. 
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“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was 
not wearing a wedding robe, and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in 
here without a wedding robe?’ And he was speechless. Then the king said to the 
attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, 
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ For many are called, but 
few are chosen.” 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  

 

Message Good Party Guests — Rev. Terry Epling     
 

*Affirmation of Faith: The Apostle’s Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in 
Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, 
and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I 
believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Hymn of Response — #343 “Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life” 
 
Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer 

 
[Invite prayers from the congregation.] 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on Earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
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Call to Offering 
Every day God invites us into the fullness of life. Yet we take God’s gifts for 
granted, ignore God’s gracious provision, and fail to say thank you to the One 
who gives us life abundant. Today, now, we turn to say “thank you” by 
offering our whole lives—our time, talents, and treasure—that the good news of 
Jesus Christ may extend to all the world. 
 

Offertory —  It Is Well with My Soul by Bliss 
 
*Doxology — #606 “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
 
*Prayer of Dedication —  

Let us pray:  God of the Covenant, in faith we turn to you expecting you to 
bless and sustain us, knowing you would never abandon us. Now in gratitude 
we say thank you for all you bless us with. Use the gifts we share to be a 
blessing and an invitation to others. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Announcements 
 
*Closing Hymn — #503 “Lord, We Have Come at Your Own Invitation” 
 
*Charge & Benediction 
 
Postlude —  Praise to the Lord, the Almighty arr. by Ritter 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

United Faith Food Bank in Need of Empty Egg Cartons and Grocery 
Bags: 

Grace’s Fall Congregational Meeting October 18:  The meeting to follow 
the service. 

Session Reports:  If you are responsible for a Session Report, please get it 
to the office by Wednesday, October 14th.  
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Halloween at Grace:  Our annual trunk or treat is coming up. We need 
volunteers and candy! Currently, there is a bin in the narthex for candy 
donations. Also, a sign up for decorated cars and helpers to hand out 
candy will be out soon. 

Per Capita:  Just a friendly reminder, if you haven’t paid your $46.06 for 
2026, you still can. 

Financial Literacy Opportunity:  On October 23rd (6:00 PM) & 24th 

(9:00 AM), Grace’s Generosity Team will be offering their first two 
classes, one on freedom from debt and the other how to save for your 
future. There is more information in the narthex. If you’re attending, 
please contact Stacey so she can plan the materials. 

Congregational Life Game Day:  October 24th, at 2:00 PM, we will be 
playing games here in the fellowship hall. Join team German or team 
Werling as we battle it out for prizes. People coming are encouraged to 
bring a snack to share. Everyone welcome. 

 
Prayer Requests 

 Prayers of recovery for Judy Bellis 

 Prayers of comfort for the Family of Laura Fuller. 

 Peace and strength for Bruce Barnet during his cancer treatment. 

 Your continued presence and healing for Sue. 

 Healing for Jenny, JoAnn's niece, in her cancer treatment. 

 Prayers of Comfort and Compassion for those affected by the 
hurricane.  

 
Birthdays 

Pam Callahan – October 14 
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- 
Anniversaries 

 Bill & Jill Werling 
October 11, 1975 

 
Tom & Stacey Monnier 

October 11, 1997 
 

Brain & Deb White 
October 18, 1985 

- 
 

Worship Volunteers for October 18, 2026 
Lay Leader – Pam Callahan 
Children’s Message – Cindy Bowers 
Ushers – Stacey Monnier, Katelyn Monnier, & Grace Hochstetler 
Technology – Todd German & Volunteer 
Counters –  Kevin Mahoney & Todd German 
   

Songs reprinted with permission under CCLI 1292718 or ONE LICENSE A-731346. 


