
1 

 
 

Grace Presbyterian Church 
Fort Wayne, IN – April 12, 2026 

2nd Sunday of Easter 

 
 

 

 

Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out 
your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.” 

John 20: 27 
 

Service Notes: Prayer cards are available in your pews for the sharing of Joys and Concerns.  You can give 
them to Sandy Garcia. We invite you to join in the liturgy by speaking the parts in BOLD. *Indicates when 

to stand in body or spirit. 
 

Worship Volunteers:  Worship Leader: Pastor Sandy Garcia – Lay Leader: Tom Monnier – Children’s 
Message: Cathy German – Ushers: Pam Callahan, Grace Hochstetler, & Tyler Bowers – Tech: John 

Current & Bill Werling – Counters: Pam Callahan & Volunteer – Pianist: Sue Creager – Choir Director: 
Tom Callahan.  
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Prelude The Wonderful Cross with When I Survey the Wonderful Cross arr. by Fettke 

 
Welcome   
 
*Call to Worship —  
 Peace be with you. 
  And also with you. 

Christ comes to us in our fear and doubt. 
  Christ stands among us and says, “Peace.” 

Even when we struggle to believe, 
  Christ meets us with grace. 

Come, let us worship the risen Lord. 
 
*Opening Hymn — #251 “Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia”  
 
*Call to Confession —  

Even after the resurrection, we find ourselves afraid, uncertain, and slow to trust. 
Yet Christ comes to us—not with judgment, but with peace. Let us confess our 
sins before God and one another. 
 

*Prayer of Confession —  
Risen Lord, we confess that we do not always live as resurrection people. We 
hold on to fear when you offer us peace. We cling to doubt when you offer us 
your presence. We struggle to trust what we cannot see or control. Forgive us, 
O God. Breathe your Spirit into us again, and help us to live with courage, 
trusting in your grace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 

 

Time for silent confession 
 
*Assurance of Pardon —  

Christ comes to us in love and says, “Peace be with you.” In Jesus Christ, we are 
forgiven, restored, and made new. 
Thanks be to God! Alleluia! 
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*Passing the Peace  
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.  The Peace and 
Love of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  
And also with you! 
Please take a moment to greet your neighbor and others with the peace of Christ. 

 
Children’s Message  
 
Time for Music & Meditation 
 
Prayer for Illumination 

Holy God, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Spirit, that as your 
Word is read and proclaimed, we may hear your voice and be transformed. 
Amen. 
 

Epistle Lesson:  Acts 2:22-32  p.1693 
22 “Fellow Israelites, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by 
God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through 
him, as you yourselves know. 23 This man was handed over to you by God’s 
deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put 
him to death by nailing him to the cross. 24 But God raised him from the dead, 
freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep 
its hold on him. 25 David said about him: 
 
“‘I saw the Lord always before me. 
    Because he is at my right hand, 
    I will not be shaken. 
26 Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; 
    my body also will rest in hope, 
27 because you will not abandon me to the realm of the dead, 
    you will not let your holy one see decay. 
28 You have made known to me the paths of life; 
    you will fill me with joy in your presence.’ 
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29 “Fellow Israelites, I can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died and 
was buried, and his tomb is here to this day. 30 But he was a prophet and knew 
that God had promised him on oath that he would place one of his descendants 
on his throne. 31 Seeing what was to come, he spoke of the resurrection of the 
Messiah, that he was not abandoned to the realm of the dead, nor did his body 
see decay. 32 God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of it. 

 
Choir Anthem — #246 “Christ is Alive!”  
 
Gospel Reading — John 20:19-31  p.1686 

19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, 
with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among 
them and said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this, he showed them his 
hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 
 
21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending 
you.” 22 And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 
23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, 
they are not forgiven.” 
 
24 Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the 
disciples when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the 
Lord!” 
 
But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger 
where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.” 
 
26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. 
Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you!” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my 
hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.” 
 
28 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 
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29 Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed 
are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 
 
30 Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are 
not recorded in this book. 31 But these are written that you may believe that 
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in 
his name. 
 

Message The After Party: Locked Doors      
 
*Affirmation of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 
Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, 
and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe 
in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

  
*Hymn of Response — #244 “This Joyful Eastertide” 
 
Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer 

God of life and peace, we come before you with the needs of the world. 

For those living in fear…bring your peace. 

For those struggling with doubt…bring your presence. 

For those who feel alone…remind them they are not forgotten. 

Guide your Church, O God, that we may be a community of grace, bearing 
witness to your resurrection life. 

We pray all this in the name of Jesus, who taught us to pray: 
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Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 
Call to Offering 

Christ meets us with grace and sends us into the world with peace. Let us offer 
our gifts in gratitude for all that God has given. 

 
Offertory   Fantasy on How Great Thou Art arr. by Marshall 
 
*Doxology #606 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”  

 
*Prayer of Dedication —  

Let us pray:  Generous God, we offer these gifts with thankful hearts. Use them 
to bring peace where there is fear, hope where there is doubt, and life where it 
is most needed. In Christ’s name, Amen. 
 

Announcements 
 
*Closing Hymn — #238 “This is the Glory” 
 
*Charge & Benediction 

 
Postlude    To Walk in God's Ways by Smith 
  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Annual Congregational Life Tin Caps Outing:  Everyone is invited to Grace’s Annual 
Tin Caps Outing.  The game is May 10th. The cost for a ticket in $30. We will be in a 
concourse suite which will include access to one of their food bars. Deadline to reserve 
your spot is April 26th. There a sign up in the narthex or reach out to Tammy Menkes.  
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Spanish Club:  Everyone is invited to join the club. Thursdays at Grace. Learn some 
Spanish while hanging out with Sandy Garcia, or practice what you already know. 6:00 
PM.  

New Newsletter in Narthex:   
 
 
Prayer Requests: 

 Prayers of peace and comfort for Butch, Sue’s nephew, as he deals with his 
cancer. 

 Prayers of guidance for Vivian’s care team and peace for her family. 

 Prayers for You to be with us, our country, and the world during these 
troubling times. 

 
Birthdays 

MacGregor W. Lilly - April 15 
 

Anniversaries 
- 
 

Worship Volunteers for April 19, 2026 
Lay Leader – Cindy Bowers 
Children’s Message – Betsy Kachmar 
Ushers – Pam Callahan, Grace Hochstetler, 

& Tyler Bowers 
Technology – John Current & Bill Werling 
Counters – Pam Callahan & Jon Wolf

 
ZOOM INSTRUCTIONS 
Option 1: Automatically Join the Meeting 
Follow the link in the email sent every week.  This is by far the easiest way to connect to the live 
video. 
Option 2: Manually Join the Meeting 
You can download Zoom from https://www.zoom.us.  
After you have installed the program/app, click on “Join” and enter this information: 

Meeting ID: 9712063468 Password: 030414 
Option 3: Call in to Listen (Audio Only) 
On Sunday Morning, you can call to listen to the service.  After you call, it will ask you to enter the 
Meeting ID and Password Below: 

Phone Number: (301) 715-8592 Meeting ID: 9712063468 Password: 030414 
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Songs reprinted with permission under CCLI 1292718 or ONE LICENSE A-731346. 


