Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do
this to fulfill all righteousness.” Then John consented.

Matthew 3:15
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Sunday Service - January 11, 2026

How can we pray for you? Let us know in the Zoom/Facebook Chat!

We invite you to join in the liturgy by speaking the parts in “BOLD* with us from your homes!
10:15 — Zoom Meeting Starts - - - 10:20 — Facebook Live Stream Starts

10:30 - Live Prelude Starts I Need Thee Every Hour by Lowry

Welcome

Call to Worship —
In the very beginning, God separated the darkness and the light. God called the
Light "Day" and the Darkness, God called "Night".
We were once people who dwelled in darkness, but God has given us the true
Light, Jesus Christ.
God has blessed us and adopted us as God’s own beloved children, through the
sacrament of Baptism.
The water of baptism brings to us healing and reconciliation; it is a symbol of
nourishment and cleansing.
This day is the day of the remembrance of Jesus’ Baptism.
As we hear the words of his baptism, let us be reminded of our own adoption
by God and celebrate the joyous connection to the Almighty God.

Opening Hymn #163 “Wild and Lone The Prophet’s Voice”

Call to Confession —
Every week, as we worship together, we have the opportunity to admit to
ourselves, to each other, and to God that we do not always live as we are called.
In this time of confession, this time of opening our hearts, let us remember that
God is merciful and just, eager to offer grace and love. Let us take this time to
make our confession as we together share in the Prayer of Confession.

Prayer of Confession —
We are incredibly stubborn, O Lord. We have entered the season in which
Your Light has been given to the world, your blessings have been poured out
on the world, and yet all we can think about is our own problems, our own
needs, our own desires. Help us to desire you, Lord. Help us to yearn for
your presence. Pour your baptismal waters over us again, cleansing us from
our self-pity and arrogance. Nourish and heal us so that we may joyfully serve
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you. Wash away our jealousy, greed, and all negative thoughts and behaviors
that stand in the way of our truly being the people you have called us to be.
Again, let us receive the blessings offered in creation, in the birth and
baptism of Jesus, and in the ministry of the saints of light. We ask this in
Jesus’ Name. Amen.

Time for silent confession.

Assurance of Pardon —

There is only one who is blameless - Jesus Christ. But Christ showed us the
glory in being last of all and servant of all. Through his sacrificial love, we are
made new. Friends, hear, believe, and live the good news that our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ offers us!

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Amen.

Song of Assurance #581 “Gloria Patri”

Passing the Peace —

Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. The Peace and
Love of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.

And also with you!

Please take a moment to greet your neighbor and others with the peace of

Christ.

Children’s Message

Time for Music & Meditation

Prayer for lllumination —

Let us Pray: O Lord our God, your Word is a lamp to our feet and a light to
our path. Give us grace to receive your truth in faith and love, that we may be
obedient to your will and live always for your glory, through Jesus Christ our
Savior.

Amen.

Epistle Reading — Isaiah 42:1-9 p.1124

“Here is my servant, whom I uphold,
my chosen one in whom I delight;
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[ will put my Spirit on him,
and he will bring justice to the nations.
2 He will not shout or cry out,
or raise his voice in the streets.
3 A bruised reed he will not break,
and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out.
In faithfulness he will bring forth justice;
4 he will not falter or be discouraged
till he establishes justice on earth.
In his teaching the islands will put their hope.”

5 This is what God the Lord says—
the Creator of the heavens, who stretches them out,
who spreads out the earth with all that springs from it,
who gives breath to its people,
and life to those who walk on it:
6 “I, the Lord, have called you in righteousness;
[ will take hold of your hand.
[ will keep you and will make you
to be a covenant for the people
and a light for the Gentiles,
7 to open eyes that are blind,
to free captives from prison
and to release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness.

8 “I am the Lord; that is my name!
[ will not yield my glory to another
or my praise to idols.
9 See, the former things have taken place,
and new things I declare;
before they spring into being
[ announce them to you.”

Choir Anthem #286 “Breathe on Me, Breath of God”



Reading — Matthew 3:13-17 p.1499
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. 14 But
John tried to deter him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come
to me!”

15 Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all
righteousness.” Then John consented.

16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment
heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and
alighting on him. 17 And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I
love; with him I am well pleased.”

Sermon Baptism — Our Link to God and One Another

Affirmation of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in
Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead,
and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the
dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the
Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life
everlasting. Amen.

Hymn of Response #482 “Baptized in Water”

Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on Earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Call to Offering —
As we have been fed, we are sent to feed others. Whatever their need, we know
the source of food to nourish them. God supplies the resources we have to
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give. Therefore, let us participate in God’s redeeming activity through our
offerings. Let us offer up our tithes, our offerings, our very selves to God’s
service.

Offertory There Shall Be Showers of Blessing by McGranahan
Doxology #606 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”

Prayer of Dedication —
Loving God, we place our faith in you, we place our confidence in the Spirit's
power, and we place our hope in the ongoing work of Christ's church. Use our
gifts to expand your peace, grace & justice throughout the world. We pray in
Jesus' name. Amen.

Announcements

Closing Hymn #318 “In Christ There Is No East or West”

Charge —

Benediction —

Postlude Praise to the Lord Our God by Smith
ANNOUNCEMENTS

January Newsletter: There are paper copies of the January Newsletter in the narthex.
If you know of someone who would appreciate a paper copy we can send one in the
mail.

Updated Directory: Justin will be updating our directory over the next few weeks. If
you have had an address or phone change, please send the changes to the office. Not
only is this helpful for the office, but once printed, this updated directory will be
particularly useful for our incoming pastor.

All Congregational Meeting: Grace’s Annual Congregational Meeting will be on Sunday,
January 25, following the service. We'll also installing our new class of leaders during the that
service.



Session to Meet on January 25®: For those who participate in this meeting please
note how we are meeting on the last Sunday of the month (not the third). If you are

responsible for a report, please get it to the church office by Tuesday, January 20™.

For many of you, this might be two months of reports.

2026 Per Capita: The new PCUSA 2026 per capita is now $46.02. Check or money

can be given to JoAnn or placed in the offering plate with notice of what it’s
intended for.

Birthdays

Catherine Callahan - January 15

Anniversaries

ZOOM INSTRUCTIONS

To connect to our worship services on Zoom, follow these instructions to watch or listen. You
can connect at 10:15 for fellowship; the service starts at 10:30.

Option 1: Automatically Join the Meeting

Follow the link in the email sent every week. This is by far the easiest way to connect
to the live video.

Option 2: Manually Join the Meeting

You can download Zoom from https://www.zoom.us.

After you have installed the program/app, click on “Join” and enter this information:
Meeting ID: 9712063468 Password: 030414

Option 3: Call in to Listen (Audio Only)

On Sunday Morning, you can call to listen to the service. After you call, it will ask
you to enter the Meeting ID and Password Below:

Phone Number: (301) 715-8592 Meeting ID: 9712063468 Password: 030414



JESUS CHRIST: LIFE

163 Wild and Lone the Prophet’s Voice
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I Wild and lone the proph-et’s voice ech-oes through the des - ert still,
2 “Bear the fruit re - pen-tance sows: lives of jus - tice, truth, and love.
3 With such preach-ing, stark and bold, John pro-claimed sal-va - tion near,
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call -ing us to makea choice, bid-ding us to do God's will:
Trust no  oth - er claim than those; set your heart on things a - bove.
and his time-less warn-ings hold words of hope to all who hear.

- "'rﬂjr—'hf;—f—?u:z
T  — p—
—1
-

11

F—
G e T e
Oi’if & que

“Turn from sin and be bap-tized; cleanse your heart and mind and soul.
Soon the Lord will come in power, burn-ing clean the thresh-ing floor:
So we dare to jour-ney on, led by faith through ways un - trod,
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Quit-ting all the sins you prized, vield your life to God's con - trol.
then will flames the chaff de - vour; wheat a - lone shall fill God’s store.”
till we come at last like John to be - hold the Lamb of God.
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While all four gospels identify John the Baptist with the prophecy of Isaiah 40:3, this text (well set to a
vigorous Welsh tune) draws on the report of his preaching in Matthew 3:1-12. The final lines recall that he
was the first to name Jesus “the Lamb of God" (John 1:29, 36).
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TEXT: Casd P. Daw Ir., 1985 ABERYSTWYTH
MUSIC: Josephy Parry, 1876 27770
Text © 1959 Hope Pulsishing Compary



Glory Be to the Father

SERVICE MUSIC
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TEXT: Trad, liturgcal fext
MUSIC: Heney W, Grestorex, 1851

GEORIA PATRI (Greatoren)



BAPTISM

482 Baptized in Water
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1 Bap-tized in wa - ter, sealed by the Spir - it, cleansed by the
2 Bap-tized in wa - ter, sealed by the Spir - it, dead in the
3 Bap-tized in  wa - ter, sealed by the Spir - it, marked with the
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blood of  Christ our King; heirs of sal - va - tion, trust-ing the
tomb with  Christ our King; one with his ris - ing, freed and for -
sign  of Christ our King; born of the Spir - it, we are God’s
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prom - ise, faith - ful -
giv - en, thank-ful
chil - dren; joy - ful

now God's prais - es we sing.
now God's prais - es we sing.
now QCod's prais - es we sing.
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Each stanza of this compact and carcfully constructed text about baptism begins with allusions to John 3:5
and Ephesians 1:13, The interplay of constant and changing lines accentuates each added image, It is set here
to a Gaelic tune first transcribed in the 19th century.
TEXT: Michae! A, Saward, 1961 BUNESSAN
MUSIC: Gaelic melady: arr. Dale Grotenbuds, 1985 5.58559

Text £ )982 The fbilate Group (admin. Hope Publishing Company )
Music Arr. © 1987 Faith Alive Chrastian Resoarces
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THE CHURCH

In Christ There Is No East or West 318
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1 In Christ there  is no east or  west, in
2 In Christ shall  true hearts ev - ery - where their
3 Join hands, dis - d - ples of the  faith, what -
4 In Christ now meet both east and west; in
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ship  of love through - out  the whole wide earth.
gold - en cord close - bind - ing hu - man - kind.
liv - ing God are sure - ly kin to me.
one in  him through - out the whole wide earth.
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This text formed a very small part of an elaborate Christian missionary pageant in the early 20th century,
yet it has endured while the grander aspects of that production have faded away. It s set to a simple 19th-

century tune that does not get in the way of its message.

TEXT: John Oxenham, 1908, al.
MUSIC: Alexander Robert Reinagle, 1836

ST. PETER
M
{lternate tune: MC XEE, 317)
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