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“I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.  
Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is 
Christ the Lord.  This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby 

wrapped in cloths and lying in a manager.” 
Luke 2:10b-12 
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Prelude  What Child Is This? arr. by Scott 
 
Welcome   
 
Opening Hymn #401 “Here in This Place” 
 
The Lighting of the Christ Candle – Tammy Menkes & Holly Bouthot 

In Luke, Chapter 2, verses10-12, we hear, “I bring you good news of great joy 
that will be for all the people.  Today in the town of David a Savior has been 
born to you; he is Christ the Lord.  This will be a sign to you: You will find a 
baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manager.” 
  
Henri Nouwen was a theologian known world-wide.  Tonight, I want to share 
with you his reflection on this passage from Luke.    
 
“God does not want us to be afraid, distant or envious.  God wants to come 
close, very close, so close that we can rest in the intimacy of God as children in 
their mother’s arms.  So, God became a little baby.  Who can be afraid of a 
little baby?  A tiny little baby is completely dependent on its parents, nurses, 
and caregivers.  Yes, God wanted to become so powerless as to be unable to eat 
or drink, walk, play or work without the help of many people. 
 
Yes, God became dependent on human beings to grow up and live among us 
and proclaim the good news.  Yes, indeed, God chose to become so powerless 
that the completion of God’s own mission among us became dependent on us.  
How can we fear a baby we rock in our arms; how can we be envious of a baby 
who only smiles at us in response to our tenderness? That is the mystery of the 
incarnation.” 
 
Please join me as we share responsively in prayer following the lighting of the 
Christ Candle. 
  

LIGHT THE CHRIST CANDLE 
         
Heavenly Father, as we light this candle, may your love for all humanity… 
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Be born in us tonight! 
May the love that forgives and transforms… 
Be born in us tonight! 
May the love which overcomes division and creates understanding… 
Be born in us tonight! 
May the love that brings the blessing of peace… 
Be born in us tonight! Amen! 
 

Special Music – O Holy Night by Adam 
 
Prayer for Illumination 

Let us Pray:  Gracious God, as we hear again the story of light born into darkness, 
send your Holy Spirit to open our hearts and minds. By your Word made flesh, 
speak to us tonight—that we may recognize Christ among us and receive the gift 
of your peace. Amen. 

 
1st Lesson — In the Beginning –Todd German  

Genesis 1:1-2  In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now 
the earth was formless and empty, darkness covered the surface of the watery 
depths, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the surface of the waters. 
 
John 1:1-5  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God.2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 All things were created 
through Him, and apart from Him not one thing was created that has been 
created. 4 Life was in Him, and that life was the light of men. 5 That light shines 
in the darkness, yet the darkness did not overcome it. 
 

Hymn #110 “Love Has Come” 
 
2nd Lesson — David’s Son – Pam Callahan  

Isaiah 11:1-4a  Then a shoot will grow from the stump of Jesse, and a branch 
from his roots will bear fruit. 2 The Spirit of the Lord will rest on Him—a Spirit 
of wisdom and understanding, a Spirit of counsel and strength, a Spirit of 
knowledge and of the fear of the Lord. 3 His delight will be in the fear of the 
Lord. He will not judge by what He sees with His eyes, He will not execute justice 
by what He hears with His ears, 4 but He will judge the poor righteously and 
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execute justice for the oppressed of the land.  
 
Isaiah 9:6-7  For a child will be born for us, a son will be given to us, and the 
government will be on His shoulders. He will be named Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. 7 The dominion will be vast, and 
its prosperity will never end. He will reign on the throne of David and over his 
kingdom, to establish and sustain it with justice and righteousness from now on 
and forever. The zeal of the Lord of Hosts will accomplish this. 
 

Hymn #88 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel ” verses 1-4 
 
3rd Lesson — Everlasting Kingdom – Nancy Current  

Daniel 7:13-14  I continued watching in the night visions, and I saw One like a 
son of man coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of 
Days and was escorted before Him. 14 He was given authority to rule, and glory, 
and a kingdom; so that those of every people, nation, and language should serve 
Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and His 
kingdom is one that will not be destroyed. 
 
Isaiah 16:5  Then in the tent of David a throne will be established by faithful 
love. A judge who seeks what is right and is quick to execute justice will sit on 
the throne forever. 
 

Hymn #82 “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”  
 
4th Lesson — Birth in Bethlehem – Cathy German  

Micah 5:2  Bethlehem Ephrathah, you are small among the clans of Judah; One 
will come from you to be ruler over Israel for Me. His origin is from antiquity, 
from eternity. 
 
Matthew 2:6  And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least 
among the leaders of Judah: because out of you will come a leader who will 
shepherd My people Israel. 
 

Hymn #121 “O Little Town of Bethlehem”  
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5th Lesson — Jesus’ Birth Told to Mary – Nancy Current 
Psalm 132:11  The Lord swore an oath to David, a promise He will not abandon: 
“I will set one of your descendants on your throne. 
 
Luke 1:30-33, 38  Then the angel told her: Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have 
found favor with God. 31 Now listen: You will conceive and give birth to a son, 
and you will call His name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son 
of the Most High, and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father 
David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will 
have no end. 38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” said Mary. “May it be done to me 
according to your word.” Then the angel left her. 
 

Hymn #98 “To a Maid Whose Name Was Mary” verses 1-3 
 
6th Lesson — Mary’s Song of Praise – Pam Callahan 

Luke 1:46-55  And Mary said: My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 47 
and my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior, 48 because He has looked with favor 
on the humble condition of His servant. Surely, from now on all generations will 
call me blessed, 49 because the Mighty One has done great things for me, and 
His name is holy. 50 His mercy is from generation to generation on those who 
fear Him. 51 He has done a mighty deed with His arm; He has scattered the 
proud because of the thoughts of their hearts; 52 He has toppled the mighty from 
their thrones and exalted the lowly. 53 He has satisfied the hungry with good 
things and sent the rich away empty. 54 He has helped His servant Israel, mindful 
of His mercy, 55 just as He spoke to our ancestors, to Abraham and his 
descendants forever. 
 
Genesis 17:19b  I will confirm My covenant with him as an everlasting covenant 
for his descendants after him. 
 

Hymn #98 “To a Maid Whose Name Was Mary” verses 4-6 
 
7th Lesson — The Virgin Birth – Todd German 

Isaiah 7:14  Therefore, the Lord Himself will give you a sign: The virgin will 
conceive, have a son, and name him Immanuel. 
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Matthew 1:18-23  The birth of Jesus Christ came about this way: After His 
mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, it was discovered before they came 
together that she was pregnant by the Holy Spirit. 19 So her husband Joseph, 
being a righteous man, and not wanting to disgrace her publicly, decided to 
divorce her secretly. 20 But after he had considered these things, an angel of the 
Lord suddenly appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, don’t 
be afraid to take Mary as your wife, because what has been conceived in her is by 
the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to name Him Jesus, 
because He will save His people from their sins.” Now all this took place to fulfill 
what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 23 See, the virgin will become 
pregnant and give birth to a son, and they will name Him Immanuel, which is 
translated “God is with us.” 
 

Hymn #347 “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”  
 
8th Lesson — Jesus Birth – Cathy German 

Luke 2:1, 4-7  In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that the 
whole empire should be registered. And Joseph also went up from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, 
because he was of the house and family line of David, 5 to be registered along 
with Mary, who was engaged to him and was pregnant. 6 While they were there, 
the time came for her to give birth. 7 Then she gave birth to her firstborn Son, 
and she wrapped Him snugly in cloth and laid Him in a manger—because there 
was no room for them at the lodging place. 
 

Hymn #115 “Away in a Manger”  
 
9th Lesson — The Angels – Pam Callahan 

Psalm 103:20   Praise the Lord, all His angels of great strength, who do His word, 
obedient to His command. 
 
Luke 2:8-14  8 In the same region, shepherds were staying out in the fields and 
keeping watch at night over their flock. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before 
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 
But the angel said to them, “Don’t be afraid, for look, I proclaim to you good 
news of great joy that will be for all the people: 11 Today a Savior, who is Messiah 
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the Lord, was born for you in the city of David. 12 This will be the sign for you: 
You will find a baby wrapped snugly in cloth and lying in a manger.” 13 Suddenly 
there was a multitude of the heavenly host with the angel, praising God and 
saying:  14 Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace on earth to people He 
favors! 

 
Hymn #113 “Angels We Have Heard on High”  
 
10th Lesson — The Shepherds – Cathy German 

Luke 2:15-20   15 When the angels had left them and returned to heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go straight to Bethlehem and see what has 
happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 They hurried off and 
found both Mary and Joseph, and the baby who was lying in the manger. 17 After 
seeing them, they reported the message they were told about this child, 18 and 
all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary 
was treasuring up all these things in her heart and meditating on them. 20 The 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had seen and heard, 
just as they had been told. 
 

Hymn #118 “While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks” verses 1-4 
 
11th Lesson — Jesus, Son of God – Todd German 

Luke 2:40   The boy grew up and became strong, filled with wisdom, and God’s 
grace was on Him. 
 
Titus 2:11   For the grace of God has appeared with salvation for all people, 
 
Galatians 4:4-5   When the time came to completion, God sent His Son, born of 
a woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those under the law, so that we might 
receive adoption as sons. 
 
John 3:16-17   “For God loved the world in this way: He gave His One and Only 
Son, so that everyone who believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life. 
17 For God did not send His Son into the world that He might condemn the 
world, but that the world might be saved through Him. 
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Hymn #134 “Joy to the World”  
 
Prayers of Intercession 

God of holy night, we pray for a world longing for good news. Bring comfort to 
those who grieve, hope to those who despair, and peace to places torn by fear and 
violence. 
 
We lift before you the lonely, the weary, and the forgotten, and we give thanks 
for the love that gathers us here tonight. As you came to us in a child, come again 
into our lives and into your world, through Jesus Christ, our Emmanuel. Amen. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on Earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen. 
 

We Light Our Candles (remember to tilt unlit candles towards upright lit candle) 
 
Hymn #122 “Silent Night, Holy Night!” 
 
Postlude  Silent Night by Gruber 
 
 
 
 
 ZOOM INSTRUCTIONS 
To connect to our worship services on Zoom, follow these instructions to watch or listen.  You 
can connect at 5:15 for fellowship; the service starts at 5:30. 
Option 1: Automatically Join the Meeting 
Follow the link in the email sent every week.  This is by far the easiest way to connect 
to the live video. 
Option 2: Manually Join the Meeting 
You can download Zoom from https://www.zoom.us.  
After you have installed the program/app, click on “Join” and enter this information: 
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Meeting ID: 9712063468 Password: 030414 
Option 3: Call in to Listen (Audio Only) 
On Sunday Morning, you can call to listen to the service.  After you call, it will ask you 
to enter the Meeting ID and Password Below: 
Phone Number: (301) 715-8592Meeting ID: 9712063468 Password: 030414 
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