
    

 

 

 

 

Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: 
“Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up 

their cross and follow me.”  -  Mark 8:34 
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Sunday Service – July 6, 2025 

How can we pray for you? Let us know in the Zoom/Facebook Chat! 
We invite you to join in the liturgy by speaking the parts in *BOLD* with us from your homes! 

10:15 — Zoom Meeting Starts ~ ~ ~ 10:20 — Facebook Live Stream Starts 
 
10:30 – Live Prelude Starts  I Want Jesus to Walk With Me arr. by Logan 

 
Welcome   
 
Call to Worship —  

Glorious God, we come together as a praising people, singing your goodness; 

we come as a hungry people, longing to be fed; 
we come as a praying people, bringing our needs, our joys; 
we come as a journeying people, looking for direction. 
In this hour of worship, empower us for faithful living. 
Shape us into the church that you want us to be. Amen.   

 
Opening Hymn #409 “God Is Here!” 

 
Call to Confession —  

If it was easy to follow Jesus, we would not need to ask for forgiveness. 
But it is tough — tough to be grace-full, tough to be loving, tough to be forgiving. 
Yet whatever we do, God loves us enough to forgive us and to feed us with the 
Bread of Life.  Let us offer our confession to God, praying together … 
 

Prayer of Confession —  
Forgiving Lord, we have fallen short time and time again. You have given us 
your word, both in scripture and in your Son. You have promised us your 
presence, both in Spirit and in community. Even so, we neglect and reject your 
purposes for us. We do not love what you love. We do not embrace what you 
embrace. We choose the way of ease, rather than the way of the cross. Have 
mercy on us, O God. Forgive us for what we do and what we fail to do. And 
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with your gifts, promises, and grace, continue working in our lives that we 
might receive full life in Jesus Christ, now and forevermore. Amen.    
 

Time for silent confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon —  

Hear the good news! The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners. He himself bore our sins in his body 
on the cross, that we might be dead to sin, and alive to all that is good. I declare 
to you in the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. Amen. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Song of Assurance #581 “Gloria Patri”  
 
Passing the Peace  

Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.  The Peace and 
Love of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  
And also with you! 
Please take a moment to greet your neighbor and others with the peace of Christ. 

 
Time for Music & Meditation 
 
Prayer for Illumination 

Let us pray:  Holy God, Word made flesh, let us come to this word open to being 
surprised. Silence our agendas; banish our assumptions; Confound our 
expectations; clear the cobwebs from our ears; and let your work change our 
hearts. We know that you can, we pray that you will, and we wait with great 
anticipation. Amen 
 

Scripture Reading:  Epistle Reading — Philippians 2:5-11 p.1827 
 

5 In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ 

Jesus: 
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6 Who, being in very nature God, 

    did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own 

advantage; 

7 rather, he made himself nothing 

    by taking the very nature of a servant, 

    being made in human likeness. 

8 And being found in appearance as a man, 

    he humbled himself 

    by becoming obedient to death— 

        even death on a cross! 

 

9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 

    and gave him the name that is above every name, 

10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 

    in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

    to the glory of God the Father. 

 
Scripture Reading:  Gospel Reading — Mark 8:31-38 p.1567 
 

31 He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things 

and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and 

that he must be killed and after three days rise again. 32 He spoke plainly about 

this, and Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 

 

33 But when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter. “Get 

behind me, Satan!” he said. “You do not have in mind the concerns of God, but 

merely human concerns.” 

 

34 Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: “Whoever 

wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow 

me. 35 For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their 

life for me and for the gospel will save it. 36 What good is it for someone to 

gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? 37 Or what can anyone give in 

exchange for their soul? 38 If anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this 

adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of them when 

he comes in his Father’s glory with the holy angels.” 
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Message Take Up Your Cross and Follow      
 
Affirmation of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 
Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, 
and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe 
in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

  
Hymn of Response #223 “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” 
 
Invitation to the Lord’s Table 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on Earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

  

Breaking of the Bread 
 
Communion 
 
Prayer After Communion 

As we have been fed at this table, may we be bread for the world, as we have 
been set free, may we free the imprisoned, as we have received, let us give. As 
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we have heard, let us proclaim and may your great blessing that we have 
received from Creator, Son and Spirit go with us always. Amen 

 
Call to Offering 

God’s love has been made known among us, for God has sent Christ into the 
world that all people might live.  My friends, if God so loved us, we ought to love 
one another.  No one has seen God, but if we love one another, God abides in 
us.  Let us worship God, and seek to love as God has loved us, as we bring our 
gifts to God, the giver of all good gifts. 

 
Offertory   Come to the Table by Nystrom 
  
Doxology #606 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”  

 
Prayer of Dedication —  

Let us pray.  O God, we bring these gifts in service of Christ, King of love and 
peace.  Continue to shape us in the likeness of Christ who came not to be served, 
but to serve.  Use these gifts to comfort and to heal, to strengthen and empower 
your people to serve all creation with Christ-like compassion. Amen.   

 
Closing Hymn #498 “Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken” 
 
Charge & Benediction 
 
Postlude   Heal Our Land by Brooks 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SCRIP:  We are selling SCRIPT this Sunday, June 6th.  A portion of each purchased card 
comes back to us and our ministries.  To purchase Scrip or for more information see John 
Current. 
  

Just Neighbor Meals:  Our next Just Neighbors meal week is July 13-18.  Please contact Betsy to 

pick your best evening to take a meal for about 20 folks. 

Per Capita:  If you haven’t yet paid your per capita, it’s $45.06.  Each church is responsible for 
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paying this amount per member.  These funds get divided between our Whitewater Valley 

Presbytery, the General Assembly, and Synod to support designated ministries. 

 
Birthdays 

Evelyn Brunnegraff – July 1 
Dennis Allen – July 6 

Anniversaries 
Tamara & Richard Searer-Jenkins 

July 2008 
 

 ZOOM INSTRUCTIONS 

To connect to our worship services on Zoom, follow these instructions to watch or listen.  You 
can connect at 10:15 for fellowship; the service starts at 10:30. 
Option 1: Automatically Join the Meeting 
Follow the link in the email sent every week.  This is by far the easiest way to connect 
to the live video. 
Option 2: Manually Join the Meeting 
You can download Zoom from https://www.zoom.us.  
After you have installed the program/app, click on “Join” and enter this information: 

Meeting ID: 9712063468 Password: 030414 
Option 3: Call in to Listen (Audio Only) 
On Sunday Morning, you can call to listen to the service.  After you call, it will ask you 
to enter the Meeting ID and Password Below: 

Phone Number: (301) 715-8592Meeting ID: 9712063468 Password: 030414 
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Songs reprinted with permission under CCLI 1292718 or ONE LICENSE A-731346. 
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