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"But we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And 

what’s more, it is the third day since all this took place." 

Luke 24:21 

 

 

Grace Presbyterian Church 

Fort Wayne, IN 

April 27, 2025 

The Second Sunday of Epiphany 

Community Worship on Zoom – Live Stream/Replay on Facebook 
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Sunday Service – April 27, 2025 

How can we pray for you? Let us know in the Zoom/Facebook Chat! 
We invite you to join in the liturgy by speaking the parts in *BOLD* with us from your homes! 

10:15 — Zoom Meeting Starts ~ ~ ~ 10:20 — Facebook Live Stream Starts 
 
10:30 – Live Prelude Starts 

The Wonderful Cross with When I Survey the Wondrous Cross arr. by Fettke 

 
Welcome   
 
Call to Worship —  

Come with your questions, come with your awe!  
For the God who brings creation from chaos meets us in this place. 
Come with your energy, come with your weariness!  
For the God who breathes new life into the dust meets us in this place.  
Come with your sadness, come with your joy!  
For the God who dared to become human meets us in this place. 
Come and worship!   
For God is in this place    

 
Opening Hymn #250 “In the Bulb There Is a Flower” 
 
Call to Confession —  

When we keep our faults and failures locked safely away, we have no need to 
confess. But God comes into our hearts when we least expect, so we can be 
filled with forgiveness, with hope, with peace. Please join me as we pray, saying, 
 

Prayer of Confession —  
God of empty tombs and empty people:  when we hesitate to speak of your 
hope, forgive us, and give us voice. When we find it difficult to love another, 
forgive us, and give us new compassion. When we want to stand with the 
high and mighty, forgive us, and put us next to the poor and oppressed. 
When we stay locked behind our fears and doubts, forgive us, and send us 
out to share your grace. When we cannot believe your Word of new life, 
forgive us, and fill us with your joy. 

 



3 

Time for silent confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon —  

Jesus says, I am the resurrection and the life.  Those who believe in me, even 
though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believe in me will never 
die.  Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old life has gone; a new life 
has begun. I declare to you in the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 
Amen. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Song of Assurance #581 “Gloria Patri”  
 
Passing the Peace  

Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.  The Peace and 
Love of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  
And also with you! 
Please take a moment to greet your neighbor and others with the peace of Christ. 

 
Children’s Message 
 
Time for Music & Meditation 
 
Prayer for Illumination 

Let us Pray:  O God, you spoke your word and revealed your good news in Jesus, 
the Christ. Fill all creation with that word again, so that by proclaiming your 
joyful promises to all nations and singing of your glorious hope to all peoples, 
we may become one living body, your incarnate presence on the earth. 
Amen. 
 

Epistle Reading — 1 Corinthians 15:1-11  p.1789 
Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, 
which you received and on which you have taken your stand. 2 By this gospel you 
are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have 
believed in vain. 
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3 For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died 
for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised 
on the third day according to the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, 
and then to the Twelve. 6 After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of 
the brothers and sisters at the same time, most of whom are still living, though 
some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, 8 
and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born. 
 
9 For I am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an apostle, 
because I persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the grace of God I am what I 
am, and his grace to me was not without effect. No, I worked harder than all of 
them—yet not I, but the grace of God that was with me. 11 Whether, then, it is I 
or they, this is what we preach, and this is what you believed. 

 

Choir Anthem        That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright    #254 
 
Gospel Reading — Luke 24:13-35  p.1642 

13 Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about 
seven miles from Jerusalem. 14 They were talking with each other about 
everything that had happened. 15 As they talked and discussed these things with 
each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; 16 but they were 
kept from recognizing him. 
 
17 He asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk along?” 
 
They stood still, their faces downcast. 18 One of them, named Cleopas, asked 
him, “Are you the only one visiting Jerusalem who does not know the things that 
have happened there in these days?” 
 
19 “What things?” he asked. 
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“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in word 
and deed before God and all the people. 20 The chief priests and our rulers 
handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified him; 21 but we 
had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And what is 
more, it is the third day since all this took place. 22 In addition, some of our 
women amazed us. They went to the tomb early this morning 23 but didn’t find 
his body. They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said 
he was alive. 24 Then some of our companions went to the tomb and found it 
just as the women had said, but they did not see Jesus.” 
 
25 He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the 
prophets have spoken! 26 Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and 
then enter his glory?” 27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he 
explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself. 
 
28 As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus continued on 
as if he were going farther. 29 But they urged him strongly, “Stay with us, for it 
is nearly evening; the day is almost over.” So he went in to stay with them. 
 
30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and 
began to give it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and they recognized 
him, and he disappeared from their sight. 32 They asked each other, “Were not 
our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the 
Scriptures to us?” 
 
33 They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven 
and those with them, assembled together 34 and saying, “It is true! The Lord has 
risen and has appeared to Simon.” 35 Then the two told what had happened on 
the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the bread. 
 

Sermon                    Two Roads 
 
Affirmation of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed 
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I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 
Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, 
and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe 
in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

  
Hymn of Response #240 “Alleluia, Alleluia!  Give Thanks” 
 
 Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on Earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

   
Call to Offering 

Jesus said, “I came so that you may have life, and have it more abundantly.”  May 
God’s presence fill us.  May we give from our abundance, from the first fruits of 
our lives, so that others may be fed.  We offer our gifts, our tithes and ourselves 
to the glory of God. 

 
Offertory   How Deep the Father's Love for Us by Townsend 

  
Doxology #606 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”  

 
Prayer of Dedication —  

Let us pray.  Eternal God, creator of the world and giver of all good, we thank 
you for your love in Jesus Christ, who came to heal this broken world, who died 
rejected on the cross, and rose triumphant from the dead.  Because he lives, we 
live to praise you, our God forever.  Gracious God, who called us from death to 
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life, we give ourselves to you.  Receive these gifts, and our lives,  as an offering 
of praise, dedicated to your service in the name of Christ.  Amen. 

 
Announcements 
 
Closing Hymn #238 “Thine is the Glory” 
 
Charge and Benediction  

 
Postlude    He Lives! Sound Praises! by Smith 

 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Just Neighbors Next Sunday (May 4th):  Shirley Rock, Interim Executive Director for 
Just Neighbors, will be giving a presentation about their mission with us during the 
service.  A special offering will be taken. 
Thanks to All our Easter Egg Hunt Volunteers:  We had an action packed — 
whirlwind of a morning — return of our loved Easter tradition last Saturday.  There 
were 14 volunteers and 11 kids despite the rain.  A very good start.  Leftover candy 
was shared with Just Neighbors and Charis House. 
Boy Scouts Pies:  If you ordered a Pie from Troop 15 and haven’t picked it up yet, 
it’s in the kitchen freezer.  If you’d like to get in during the week, office hours are 10 
AM – 2 PM.  
We Are Selling SCRIP Next Sunday, May 4th: 
Grace’s Annual Tin Caps Outing:  Congregational Life has once again set up an 
excursion to see our local Tin Caps.  The game is on May 18th @ 1:00 PM.  The cost 
is $29.  The deadline to sign up and pay is May 4th.  Talk to Tammy for more 
information.   
North Highland Neighborhood Association Garage Sale Opportunity:  During the 
community sale, June 13-14, Grace will be offering space for those that might want to 
join but don’t have a local garage.  For a $10 donation you can reserve a table in our 
fellowship hall.  For a $5 donation you can reserve a spot (about two car spaces) in 
our parking lot.  See Tammy for more information or to get your space.    
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Birthdays 
Elaine Louise Lochry  

April 26* 
Loretta Mary Lochry  

April 26* 
Dylan Hochstetler  

April 28 
Audrey Seitz  

April 30 
Alex Bowers  

May 1 
Tamara Searer-Jenkins  

May 3 
*Birthday missed last week. 

 
Anniversaries 

 
 
 ZOOM INSTRUCTIONS 

To connect to our worship services on Zoom, follow these instructions to watch or listen.  You 
can connect at 10:15 for fellowship; the service starts at 10:30. 
Option 1: Automatically Join the Meeting 
Follow the link in the email sent every week.  This is by far the easiest way to connect 
to the live video. 
Option 2: Manually Join the Meeting 
You can download Zoom from https://www.zoom.us.  
After you have installed the program/app, click on “Join” and enter this information: 

Meeting ID: 9712063468 Password: 030414 
Option 3: Call in to Listen (Audio Only) 
On Sunday Morning, you can call to listen to the service.  After you call, it will ask you 
to enter the Meeting ID and Password Below: 

Phone Number: (301) 715-8592Meeting ID: 9712063468 Password: 030414 
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Songs reprinted with permission under CCLI 1292718 or ONE LICENSE A-731346. 


