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After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod. Magi 

from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who had been born 

king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 

Matthew 2:1-2 
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Sunday Service – December 29, 2024 

How can we pray for you? Let us know in the Zoom/Facebook Chat! 
We invite you to join in the liturgy by speaking the parts in *BOLD* with us from your homes! 

10:15 — Zoom Meeting Starts ~ ~ ~ 10:20 — Facebook Live Stream Starts 
 
10:30 – Live Prelude Starts  In the Bleak Midwinter by Holst 

 
Welcome   
 

Call to Worship — Kneeling in Bethlehem, Ann Weems 
Later after the angels, 

after the stable, after the child, 
they went back as we always must, 
back to the world that doesn’t understand 
our talk of angels and stars 
and especially not the Child. 
We go back complaining that it doesn’t last. 
They went back singing praises to God! 
We do have to go back, 
but we can still sing the alleluias! 

 
Opening Hymn #151 “Hark the Herald Angels Sing” 
 
Call to Confession —  

We welcomed a baby on Wednesday. We welcomed the son of God, the Christ 
Child, not always remembering why we were there. Why we celebrated. Come 
today to remember. 
 

Prayer of Confession —  
Almighty God, we tried to keep You in our thoughts among the trees and 
tinsel. Sometimes we failed, sometimes we forgot the reason we celebrated. We 
come to you asking for forgiveness. Knowing that we will work to keep you in 
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our hearts and minds throughout the year until we once again kneel in 
Bethlehem. Amen 

Time for silent confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon —  

The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting. I declare to you, in the 
name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Song of Assurance #581 “Gloria Patri”  
 

Passing the Peace  
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.  The Peace and 
Love of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  
And also with you! 
Please take a moment to greet your neighbor and others with the peace of Christ. 

 
Children’s Message 
 
Time for Music & Meditation 
 
Prayer for Illumination 

Let us Pray:  Almighty God, open our hearts and minds that we may hear and 
understand your words. That the readings from your Holy Book will fill us with 
the knowledge of your presence in our lives. Help us to follow your path to the 
kingdom of Heaven.  Amen. 
 

Hebrew Bible Reading — Psalm 25:1-10  p.863 
1 In you, Lord my God, 
    I put my trust. 
2 I trust in you; 
    do not let me be put to shame, 
    nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
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3 No one who hopes in you 
    will ever be put to shame, 
but shame will come on those 
    who are treacherous without cause. 
4 Show me your ways, Lord, 
    teach me your paths. 
5 Guide me in your truth and teach me, 
    for you are God my Savior, 
    and my hope is in you all day long. 
6 Remember, Lord, your great mercy and love, 
    for they are from of old. 
7 Do not remember the sins of my youth 
    and my rebellious ways; 
according to your love remember me, 
    for you, Lord, are good. 
8 Good and upright is the Lord; 
    therefore he instructs sinners in his ways. 
9 He guides the humble in what is right 
    and teaches them his way. 
10 All the ways of the Lord are loving and faithful 
    toward those who keep the demands of his covenant. 
 
Scripture Reading:  Gospel Reading — Matthew 2:1-12 p.1497 

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi 
from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been 
born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship 
him.” 
 
3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 
When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, 
he asked them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” 
they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written: 
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6 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for out of you will come a ruler 
    who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 
 
7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time 
the star had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search 
carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may 
go and worship him.” 
 
9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had 
seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the 
child was. 10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the 
house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and 
worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts 
of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to 
go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route. 
 

Sermon       Are We Wise Men 
 
Affirmation of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 
Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, 
and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe 
in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

  
Hymn of Response #151 “We Three Kings” 
 
 Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on Earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

   
Call to Offering 

As God has helped and guided us through sorrows and joys, let us give back in 
happiness and love for the work of his church. 

 
Offertory   Go Tell It on the Mountain arr. by Hayes 

  
Doxology #606 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”  

 
Prayer of Dedication —  

Let us pray.  Lord God, accept these gifts, given in love to aid those in need and 
to support the work of your church. Amen. 

 
Announcements 
 
Closing Hymn #see insert “I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day” 
 
Charge and Benediction  

 
Postlude   Joy to the World arr. by Kelsey 

 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Christmas Joy Offering:  We are collecting the special offering today.  There are 
extra envelopes in the narthex if you would like to give.   
Christmas Poinsettias Can Go Home:  If you purchased a flower please feel free to 
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take it home with you today following the service.  Left plants may get rehomed in 
the church office with no guarantee of their future survival.   
Session Reports:  If you are responsible for a Session report, please send it to the 
office by Tuesday, December 31.  If you are not sending a report this time or plan to 
give an oral report, please also send a not to the office.  Thanks. 
United Faith Food Bank:  We are collecting food items for United Faith’s food 

bank.  All items can be brought and deposited in our narthex.  Thanks for your 

continued largess. 

Read the Bible in a Year:  We are offering congregation members and friends an 

opportunity to read the Bible together in 2025.  Check out the Narthex sign-up sheet 

or speak to Stacey Monnier for more information.  

2025 Offering Envelopes and Donations:  2025 Offering envelopes are available in 

the Narthex. Please pick up your box of envelopes.  Also, please have all 2024 

donations to the church postmarked by December 31, 2024 

To All Committee Chairman:  It is that time of year to begin to prepare for the 

annual report. Please write a summary of your committee's activities in 2024 and 

return it to the church office by Sunday, January 6. We hope to have the Annual 

Report 2024 completed by mid-January. 

 

 

Birthdays 
Elliot Lehman - January 5 

 
Anniversaries 

 
 
 ZOOM INSTRUCTIONS 

To connect to our worship services on Zoom, follow these instructions to watch or listen.  You 
can connect at 10:15 for fellowship; the service starts at 10:30. 
Option 1: Automatically Join the Meeting 
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Follow the link in the email sent every week.  This is by far the easiest way to connect 
to the live video. 
Option 2: Manually Join the Meeting 
You can download Zoom from https://www.zoom.us.  
After you have installed the program/app, click on “Join” and enter this information: 

Meeting ID: 9712063468 Password: 030414 
Option 3: Call in to Listen (Audio Only) 
On Sunday Morning, you can call to listen to the service.  After you call, it will ask you 
to enter the Meeting ID and Password Below: 

Phone Number: (301) 715-8592Meeting ID: 9712063468 Password: 030414 
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