
    

 
 

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of 

darkness a light has dawned.   

Isaiah 9:2 
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Community Worship on Zoom – Live Stream/Replay on Facebook 
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Sunday Service – December 8, 2024 

How can we pray for you? Let us know in the Zoom/Facebook Chat! 
We invite you to join in the liturgy by speaking the parts in *BOLD* with us from your homes! 

10:15 — Zoom Meeting Starts ~ ~ ~ 10:20 — Facebook Live Stream Starts 
 
10:30 – Live Prelude Starts  Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus by Prichard 

 
Welcome   
 

Call to Worship — Kneeling in Bethlehem, Ann Weems 
Our God is the One who comes to us 

in a burning bush, in an angel song, in a newborn child. 
Our God is the One who cannot be found 
locked in a church, not even a sanctuary. 
Our God will be where God will be 
with no constraints, no predictability. 
Our God will be born where God will be born, 
but there is no place to look for the One who comes to us. 
When God is ready, God will come 
even to a godforsaken place like a stable in Bethlehem. 

 
Special Advent Hymn – verse 1 & 2  #85 Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah 
 
Light the Candle 

In a world driven by a passion to maintain the status quo, we choose to live with 
a passion for God's peace, to listen to those who call us to righteousness, and to 
submit ourselves to God's grace, that we might grow and be purified until we 
reflect God's love across the world. 
 
We light this candle of peace as a sign of our commitment to passionately pursue 
the work of making peace in our hearts, our families, our communities, and 
throughout the earth until God's kingdom comes on earth as it is in heaven. 
Light the second candle of the Advent wreath. 
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Opening Hymn #88 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 
 
Call to Confession —  

We come burdened with our passions, our secrets, our sins. We thank God that 
he sent his son to lead us to a better life in Christ. We come today to address our 
faults and beg for His thanksgiving. 
 
Please join in the prayer of confession. 

 
Prayer of Confession —  

Almighty Lord, as we prepare to celebrate the coming of the Christ Child, we 
ask for forgiveness that our thoughts are not clean, that we have not followed 
the teachings of the Bible, that we have not done all that we can to love you. 
Cleanse our souls so that we may continue our journey to Bethlehem with the 
strength of thy will within us. Amen 
 

Time for silent confession 
 

Assurance of Pardon —  
With joy, we called on God's name and gave thanks to the Lord. In the name of 
Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Song of Assurance #581 “Gloria Patri”  
 

Passing the Peace  
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.  The Peace and 
Love of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  
And also with you! 
Please take a moment to greet your neighbor and others with the peace of Christ. 

 
Children’s Message 
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Time for Music & Meditation 
 
Prayer for Illumination 

Let us Pray:  Let us pray. Lord, we ask for your blessing as we hear today's message. 
Help us to understand the meaning of this Advent season and to open our hearts 
to welcome the celebration of Jesus's birth. Amen 
 

Hebrew Bible Reading — Psalm 25:1-10    p.863 

1 In you, LORD my God, 
    I put my trust. 

2 I trust in you; 
    do not let me be put to shame, 
    nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
3 No one who hopes in you 
    will ever be put to shame, 
but shame will come on those 
    who are treacherous without cause. 

4 Show me your ways, LORD, 
    teach me your paths. 
5 Guide me in your truth and teach me, 
    for you are God my Savior, 
    and my hope is in you all day long. 
6 Remember, LORD, your great mercy and love, 
    for they are from of old. 
7 Do not remember the sins of my youth 
    and my rebellious ways; 
according to your love remember me, 
    for you, LORD, are good. 

8 Good and upright is the LORD; 
    therefore he instructs sinners in his ways. 
9 He guides the humble in what is right 
    and teaches them his way. 
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10 All the ways of the LORD are loving and faithful 
    toward those who keep the demands of his covenant. 

 
Gospel Reading — Matthew 2:22-25  p.1498 

22 But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of his father 
Herod, he was afraid to go there. Having been warned in a dream, he withdrew 
to the district of Galilee, 23 and he went and lived in a town called Nazareth. So 
was fulfilled what was said through the prophets, that he would be called a 
Nazarene. 
 

Sermon Preparing for the Journey         
 
Affirmation of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 
Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, 
and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe 
in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

  
Hymn of Response #649 “Amazing Grace” 
 
 Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on Earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

   
Call to Offering 
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As God has helped and guided us through sorrows and joys, let us give back in 
love and generosity for the work of his church. 

 
Offertory   Ding Dong! Merrily on High arr. by Kendall 

  
Doxology #606 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”  

 
Prayer of Dedication —  

Let us pray.  Lord God, accept these gifts, given in joy to aid those in need and 
to support the work of your church. Amen 

 

Announcements 
 
Closing Hymn #136 “Got Tell it on the Mountain” 
 
Charge and Benediction  
 
Postlude   "Sleepers, Wake!" A Voice Astounds Us by Nicolai 

 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
East Wayne Street Thanksgiving Drive:  Thanks to everyone who donated.    

2nd Annual White Elephant Exchange - Today:  Grace will be celebrating our 2nd 

annual White Elephant gift exchange following the service today, December 1st.  The 

theme is ‘tacky ornament or decoration.’  If you purchase a gift for the exchange, 

please keep it under $7.  Those attending are encouraged to bring a snack to 

share.  A present isn’t required to attend. 

December 8th — Wellspring Winter Dinner:  12:30 PM @ Wellspring:  Everyone is 

invited to assist in serving this holiday meal to Wellspring’s seasonal clients.  For 

more information or to volunteer, please contact Todd German.  260.704.1852   
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Just Neighbors Meal Team:  Grace is again assisting Just Neighbors (an organization 

dedicated to Fort Wayne’s homeless population).  We’re providing dinners for the 

evening of December 8th-13th.  If you would like to help with a meal or in delivering 

or serving a meal, please reach out to Betsy Kachmar.  260.740.7168 

December Connect Newsletter:  There is a new Connect newsletter in the narthex.  

If you know someone who would appreciate a paper copy please let us know. And 

We’ll send them a copy. 

Salvation Adopt-a-Family Gifts are Due Today: 

We are Selling SCRIP Today:  For more information find John after the service. 

Per Capita Reminder:  Per Capita for 2024 is $43.61 which helps support the 

Ministry of the Presbytery, Synod and General Assembly.  We appreciate everyone’s 

help in paying this cost. 

  
 

Birthdays 
Katie Lochry - December 3 

Anniversaries 
 

 
 ZOOM INSTRUCTIONS 

To connect to our worship services on Zoom, follow these instructions to watch or listen.  You 
can connect at 10:15 for fellowship; the service starts at 10:30. 
Option 1: Automatically Join the Meeting 
Follow the link in the email sent every week.  This is by far the easiest way to connect 
to the live video. 

Option 2: Manually Join the Meeting 
You can download Zoom from https://www.zoom.us.  
After you have installed the program/app, click on “Join” and enter this information: 

Meeting ID: 9712063468 Password: 030414 
Option 3: Call in to Listen (Audio Only) 
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On Sunday Morning, you can call to listen to the service.  After you call, it will ask you 
to enter the Meeting ID and Password Below: 

Phone Number: (301) 715-8592Meeting ID: 9712063468 Password: 030414 
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Songs reprinted with permission under CCLI 1292718 or ONE LICENSE A-

731346. 


