
    

Is anyone among you in trouble? Let them pray. Is anyone happy? Let them sing songs of 

praise.  James 5:13 
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Sunday Service – September 29, 2024 

How can we pray for you? Let us know in the Zoom/Facebook Chat! 
We invite you to join in the liturgy by speaking the parts in *BOLD* with us from your homes! 

10:15 — Zoom Meeting Starts ~ ~ ~ 10:20 — Facebook Live Stream Starts 
 
10:30 – Live Prelude Starts  For the Beauty of the Earth with This Is My Father's World arr. by Wolaver 

 
Welcome   
 
Call to Worship —  

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

maker of heaven and earth. 
This is the day that the Lord has made; 
let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
Cry out with joy to the Lord, all the earth. 
Worship the Lord with gladness.  Come into God’s presence with singing! 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ  be with you all.  
And also with you. 
Let us worship God. 

 
Opening Hymn #275 “A Mighty Fortress” 

 
Call to Confession —  

The proof of God’s amazing love is this: While we were sinners Christ died for 
us. Because we have faith in him, we dare to approach God with confidence. 

 

Prayer of Confession —  
Holy and merciful God, in your presence we confess our failure to be what you 
created us to be. You alone know how often we have sinned in wandering from 
your ways, in wasting your gifts, in forgetting your love. By your loving mercy, 
help us to live in your light and abide in your ways, for the sake of Jesus Christ 
our Savior.  

 



3 

Time for silent confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon —  

The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting. I declare to you, in the 
name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!  
Thanks be to God. 
 

Song of Assurance #581 “Gloria Patri”  
 
Passing the Peace  

Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.  The Peace and 
Love of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  
And also with you! 
Please take a moment to greet your neighbor and others with the peace of Christ. 

 
Children’s Message 
 
Time for Music & Meditation 
 
Prayer for Illumination 

Let us Pray:  Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit,  
that as the Scriptures are read and your Word is proclaimed, we may hear with 
joy what you say to us today. Amen 
 

Scripture Reading:  Gospel Reading — Mark 9:38-50 p.1569 
38 “Teacher,” said John, “we saw someone driving out demons in your name 
and we told him to stop, because he was not one of us.” 
 
39 “Do not stop him,” Jesus said. “For no one who does a miracle in my name 
can in the next moment say anything bad about me, 40 for whoever is not 
against us is for us. 41 Truly I tell you, anyone who gives you a cup of water in 
my name because you belong to the Messiah will certainly not lose their reward. 
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42 “If anyone causes one of these little ones—those who believe in me—to 
stumble, it would be better for them if a large millstone were hung around their 
neck and they were thrown into the sea. 43 If your hand causes you to stumble, 
cut it off. It is better for you to enter life maimed than with two hands to go 
into hell, where the fire never goes out. [44] [a] 45 And if your foot causes you 
to stumble, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life crippled than to have two 
feet and be thrown into hell. [46] [b] 47 And if your eye causes you to stumble, 
pluck it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than 
to have two eyes and be thrown into hell, 48 where 
 
“‘the worms that eat them do not die, 
    and the fire is not quenched.’[c] 
 
49 Everyone will be salted with fire. 
 
50 “Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can you make it salty again? 
Have salt among yourselves, and be at peace with each other.” 

 
Scripture Reading:  Old Testament Reading — Esther 7:1-10, 9:20-22 p.783 

So the king and Haman went to Queen Esther’s banquet, 2 and as they were 
drinking wine on the second day, the king again asked, “Queen Esther, what is 
your petition? It will be given you. What is your request? Even up to half the 
kingdom, it will be granted.” 
 
3 Then Queen Esther answered, “If I have found favor with you, Your Majesty, 
and if it pleases you, grant me my life—this is my petition. And spare my 
people—this is my request. 4 For I and my people have been sold to be 
destroyed, killed and annihilated. If we had merely been sold as male and 
female slaves, I would have kept quiet, because no such distress would justify 
disturbing the king.[a]” 
 
5 King Xerxes asked Queen Esther, “Who is he? Where is he—the man who has 
dared to do such a thing?” 
 
6 Esther said, “An adversary and enemy! This vile Haman!” 
 
Then Haman was terrified before the king and queen. 7 The king got up in a 
rage, left his wine and went out into the palace garden. But Haman, realizing 
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that the king had already decided his fate, stayed behind to beg Queen Esther 
for his life. 
 
8 Just as the king returned from the palace garden to the banquet hall, Haman 
was falling on the couch where Esther was reclining. 
 
The king exclaimed, “Will he even molest the queen while she is with me in the 
house?” 
 
As soon as the word left the king’s mouth, they covered Haman’s face. 9 Then 
Harbona, one of the eunuchs attending the king, said, “A pole reaching to a 
height of fifty cubits[b] stands by Haman’s house. He had it set up for 
Mordecai, who spoke up to help the king.” 
 
The king said, “Impale him on it!” 10 So they impaled Haman on the pole he 
had set up for Mordecai. Then the king’s fury subsided. 
 
20 Mordecai recorded these events, and he sent letters to all the Jews 
throughout the provinces of King Xerxes, near and far, 21 to have them 
celebrate annually the fourteenth and fifteenth days of the month of Adar 22 as 
the time when the Jews got relief from their enemies, and as the month when 
their sorrow was turned into joy and their mourning into a day of celebration. 
He wrote them to observe the days as days of feasting and joy and giving 
presents of food to one another and gifts to the poor. 

 
Sermon Trust Falls        
 
Affirmation of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 
Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, 
and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe 
in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Hymn of Response #357 “The Days Are Surely Coming” 
 
 Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on Earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

   

Call to Offering 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have 
blessed us with these gifts: ourselves, our time, and our possessions. 

 
Offertory   Here I Am to Worship by Hughes 

  
Doxology #606 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”  

 
Prayer of Dedication —  

Let us pray.  Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your 
love; through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
Announcements 
 
Closing Hymn #307 “God of Grace God of Glory” 

 
Charge and Benediction  
 

Postlude   Praise to the Lord, the Almighty arr. by Ritter 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Joint Service with United Faith:  Grace will be worshiping with United Faith on October 6th.  
The service will be held at their campus, 1616 W. Main St, at 10:30 AM.  In celebration for 
World Communion Sunday, everyone is encouraged to bring one or more canned goods for the 
United Faith food bank.   

Peace and Global Witness Offering:  The upcoming Peace and Global Witness Offering is upon 
us.  There will be more information coming soon.  Due to the joint service on October 6th, we will 
be collecting ours on October 13th. 

Halloween at Grace - Candy Donations:  We’re collecting candy for our annual Halloween at 
Grace neighborhood event.  There is an orange bin in the narthex.  Thanks in advance.  We’ll 
have a sign up for volunteers as we get closer to the event. 

Save the Date - Eric Black’s Ordination:  Friend and a pulpit supply of Grace, Eric Black, is 
being ordained on October 26th, at Messiah Lutheran, at 2:00 PM.  Everyone is invited.   

Stewardship Sunday - October 20:  A generous giver contributes for the joy of helping others, 
without expectation of reward.  If we are blessed with more than enough, we are called to be a 
blessing to others.  On Sunday, October 20th Grace members will be asked to make a generous 
pledge of financial support to our church for calendar year 2025.  We will celebrate our mutual 
commitment with a pitch-in lunch following worship on the 20th (chicken provided).  You will 
soon receive a pledge card in the mail, please prayerfully consider your promise to support the 
mission of Grace Presbyterian church and the blessings it provides to our members and our 
community. 

  

Birthdays 
Bob Bausser - October 3 

Quinn Fahrenbach - October 5 
Colbie Geist - October 6 

 
Anniversaries 

Bill & Jill Werling 
October 11, 1975 

Tom & Stacey Monnier 
October 11, 1997 
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 ZOOM INSTRUCTIONS 

To connect to our worship services on Zoom, follow these instructions to watch or listen.  You 
can connect at 10:15 for fellowship; the service starts at 10:30. 
Option 1: Automatically Join the Meeting 
Follow the link in the email sent every week.  This is by far the easiest way to connect 
to the live video. 
Option 2: Manually Join the Meeting 
You can download Zoom from https://www.zoom.us.  
After you have installed the program/app, click on “Join” and enter this information: 

Meeting ID: 9712063468 Password: 030414 
Option 3: Call in to Listen (Audio Only) 
On Sunday Morning, you can call to listen to the service.  After you call, it will ask you 
to enter the Meeting ID and Password Below: 

Phone Number: (301) 715-8592Meeting ID: 9712063468 Password: 030414 
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Songs reprinted with permission under CCLI 1292718 or ONE LICENSE A-731346. 
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