
    

And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in 

mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.  

Ephesians 6:19 
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Sunday Service – September 8, 2024 

How can we pray for you? Let us know in the Zoom/Facebook Chat! 
We invite you to join in the liturgy by speaking the parts in *BOLD* with us from your homes! 

10:15 — Zoom Meeting Starts ~ ~ ~ 10:20 — Facebook Live Stream Starts 
 
10:30 – Live Prelude Starts  Waters of New Life by Keil 

 
Welcome   
 

Call to Worship — adapted from Psalm 121 
I lift up my eyes to the hills.  From where does my help come? 

My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 
God will not let my foot be moved; 
God who keeps me will not slumber. 
The Lord will keep me from all evil. 
The Lord will keep my life. 

 
Opening Hymn #761 “Called as Partners in Christ’s Service” 

 
Call to Confession —  

Sin has the power to bring blindness to the eyes of our souls.  Sin has the power 
to see that which is of little importance as terrible while failing to see the things 
that are of greatest importance for good or ill.  In calling us to confess our sins, 
Christ invites us to receive restored sight of the soul.  Thankful for Christ’s 
healing ministry, let us confess our sin to God, one another and ourselves. 

 

Prayer of Confession — from Homiletics-September 2000 
Just God, you are even handed in your justice and in the day of judgment will not 
play favorites.  We confess that we are not so fair in our dealings.  We are often 
unduly impressed by the powerful and the clever and excuse in them what we 
would condemn in the powerless and ignorant.  Forgive superficiality and neglect 
of people needing advocacy and friendship, through the friend of sinners, Jesus 
Christ.  Amen. 
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Time for silent confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon —  

Hear the good news of the Gospel.  In Christ, God was reconciling the world to 
God’s self, not counting trespasses against us, and entrusting the message of 
reconciliation to us.  In all things, God works to free us from the power of sin.  
Friends, believe the good news of the Gospel.  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Song of Assurance #581 “Gloria Patri”  
 
Passing the Peace  

Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.  The Peace and 
Love of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  
And also with you! 
Please take a moment to greet your neighbor and others with the peace of Christ. 

 
Time for Music & Meditation 
 
Prayer for Illumination 

Let us Pray:  God of light that heals and assures; in the ministry of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, you offer new ways to see the moments of our lives and you call us to 
speak your word by our words and actions.  As we hear your sacred scripture read 
this morning, open our eyes to see ourselves in these life-giving words and inspire 
us to live each moment of our lives with new vision.  Amen. 

 
Scripture Reading:  Old Testament Reading — Psalm 146 p.980 

1 Praise the Lord. 
Praise the Lord, my soul. 
2 I will praise the Lord all my life; 
    I will sing praise to my God as long as I live. 
3 Do not put your trust in princes, 
    in human beings, who cannot save. 
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4 When their spirit departs, they return to the ground; 
    on that very day their plans come to nothing. 
5 Blessed are those whose help is the God of Jacob, 
    whose hope is in the Lord their God. 
6 He is the Maker of heaven and earth, 
    the sea, and everything in them— 
    he remains faithful forever. 
7 He upholds the cause of the oppressed 
    and gives food to the hungry. 
The Lord sets prisoners free, 
8     the Lord gives sight to the blind, 
the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down, 
    the Lord loves the righteous. 
9 The Lord watches over the foreigner 
    and sustains the fatherless and the widow, 
    but he frustrates the ways of the wicked. 
10 The Lord reigns forever, 
    your God, O Zion, for all generations. 
Praise the Lord. 

 
Scripture Reading:  Gospel Reading — James 2:1-10, 14-17 p.1881 

My brothers and sisters, believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ must not 
show favoritism. 2 Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring 
and fine clothes, and a poor man in filthy old clothes also comes in. 3 If you 
show special attention to the man wearing fine clothes and say, “Here’s a good 
seat for you,” but say to the poor man, “You stand there” or “Sit on the floor by 
my feet,” 4 have you not discriminated among yourselves and become judges 
with evil thoughts? 
 
5 Listen, my dear brothers and sisters: Has not God chosen those who are poor 
in the eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he 
promised those who love him? 6 But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not 
the rich who are exploiting you? Are they not the ones who are dragging you 
into court? 7 Are they not the ones who are blaspheming the noble name of 
him to whom you belong? 
 
8 If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, “Love your neighbor as 
yourself,” you are doing right. 9 But if you show favoritism, you sin and are 
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convicted by the law as lawbreakers. 10 For whoever keeps the whole law and 
yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it. 

 
14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but 
has no deeds? Can such faith save them? 15 Suppose a brother or a sister is without 
clothes and daily food. 16 If one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm 
and well fed,” but does nothing about their physical needs, what good is it? 17 In 
the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. 
 

Sermon Who Do You See        
 

Affirmation of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 
Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, 
and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe 
in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

  
Hymn of Response #318 “In Christ, There In No East or West” 
 
 Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on Earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

   
Call to Offering 

It is our joyful duty to respond to Christ’s call to be partners in the work of 
salvation, compassion and reconciliation.  Christ has given us time, talents and 



6 

treasures for this holy work.  As we present what we have for the glory of Christ’s 
kingdom, let us present ourselves also. 

 
Offertory   Agape by Tidwell 

  
Doxology #606 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”  

 
Prayer of Dedication —  

Let us pray.  Holy God, your love for all people is everlasting.  Your longing for 
holy unity with the powerful and powerless is deeper than the seas.  Sharing in 
your love and longing, we present our offerings for the ministry of reconciliation 
across the globe.  Receive our offering for the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

 
Announcements 
 
Closing Hymn #772 “Live into Hope” 

 
Charge and Benediction  
 
Postlude   Italian Hymn by de Guardini 

 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Sunday School and Bible Studies Return in September:  To celebrate the return to 
our educational opportunities, we are throwing a pitch-in meal after the service on 
September 15.  Hotdogs will be provided.  People are encouraged to bring a dessert 
or side to share.  Sunday classes will begin on the following Sunday, September 22th.  
A full list of your options will be coming out soon.   

Save the Date - Grace Fall Rummage Sale - September 20-21st:  We’ve got a few 
things left to sell.  Set up will begin on Thursday, September 19 @ 9:00 AM.  There is 
a signup in the church narthex for volunteers.  The sale will be set up in the 
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fellowship hall and will be using door #6.  For more information, reach out to 
Tammy Menkes.  Save the Date - Eric Black’s Ordination:  Friend and a pulpit 
supply of Grace, Eric Black, is being ordained on October 26th, at Messiah Lutheran, 
at 2:00 PM.  Everyone is invited.   

United Faith Food Bank Needs:  Our friends at the United Faith food bank know 
their customers and their needs.  Right now they are incredibly low/out of canned 
vegetables (especially green beans and corn) and will not be getting any large 
donations of them for a while.  If you’d like to help, bring a donation of food to our 
narthex and leave it in our shopping cart.  They are also in need of plastic bags. 

Upcoming Welcome Table:  Grace family and friends, you are invited to join for 
fellowship or by volunteering with United Faith and North Christian for their 
upcoming free community meals.  The next two dates are:  September 9th, and 
September 23rd.  Tables begin seating at 5:30 PM.  Located at 1616 W. Main st.   

 

Birthdays 
Rachel Lilly – September 8 

Lauren Widmann – September 8 
Dorothy Gilbert – September 12 
Anne Courtney – September 14 

 
Anniversaries 

 
 
 ZOOM INSTRUCTIONS 

To connect to our worship services on Zoom, follow these instructions to watch or listen.  You 
can connect at 10:15 for fellowship; the service starts at 10:30. 
Option 1: Automatically Join the Meeting 
Follow the link in the email sent every week.  This is by far the easiest way to connect 
to the live video. 
Option 2: Manually Join the Meeting 
You can download Zoom from https://www.zoom.us.  
After you have installed the program/app, click on “Join” and enter this information: 
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Meeting ID: 9712063468 Password: 030414 
Option 3: Call in to Listen (Audio Only) 
On Sunday Morning, you can call to listen to the service.  After you call, it will ask you 
to enter the Meeting ID and Password Below: 

Phone Number: (301) 715-8592Meeting ID: 9712063468 Password: 030414 
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Songs reprinted with permission under CCLI 1292718 or ONE LICENSE A-731346. 
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