“This people honors we with their lips, but their hearts are far from me.”

Mark 7:6b

Grace Presbyterian Church
Fort Wayne, IN
September 1, 2024
The Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost

Community Worship on Zoom - Live Stream/Replay on Facebook



Sunday Service - September 1%, 2024
How can we pray for you? Let us know in the Zoom/Facebook Chat!

We invite you to join in the liturgy by speaking the parts in “BOLD* with us from your homes!
10:15 — Zoom Meeting Starts - - - 10:20 — Facebook Live Stream Starts

10:30 - Live Prelude Starts Near to the Heart of God by McAfee
Welcome

Call to Worship — adapted from Psalm 51
Our God desires truth in the inward being.
Teach us wisdom in our secret hearts, O Lord.
Create in us clean hearts, O God.
Put a new and right spirit within us.
Restore in us the joy of your salvation.

Sustain in us a willing spirit to the praise of your name, O God.

Opening Hymn #619 “Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven”

Call to Confession — adapted from “Book of Common Worship — 1993”
Our God is the author and giver of all good gifts. God is the one who would
plant in our hearts the love of his name. As we seek an increase of true religion
in our souls, God is the one who calls us to examine the contents of our hearts.
Longing for a closer walk with God, let us hear God’s call and come to God

confessing our sins.

Prayer of Confession —
Almighty God, you alone can order unruly wills and affections. You alone can
enable us to love what you command. As we come before you this day, we
confess that we have often observed pious practices that we have not allowed
into our hearts. We have practiced a righteousness that makes us feel good

about ourselves but that fails to inspire love for you or our neighbor. God of



all good gifts, forgive outward religion that fails to transform our wants and

desires. Create clean hearts and new, right spirits within us.
Time for silent confession

Assurance of Pardon —
Hear the good news of the Gospel. With abundant grace, our God heals the
brokenness of our hearts and gives true life to our souls. With mercy, God creates
clean hearts within us. Friends, believe the good news of the Gospel. In Jesus

Christ, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God.
Song of Assurance #581 “Gloria Patri”

Passing the Peace
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. The Peace and
Love of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you!
Please take a moment to greet your neighbor and others with the peace of Christ.

Time for Music & Meditation

Prayer for Illlumination
Let us Pray: Gracious God, you have given us your word to enlighten us and to
purify us, yet your ways are often uncomfortable for us. Now as the scriptures
are read, may we not be resistant to your words, but embrace the fullness of your
message. Help us to be open to all the ways you reach out to us, and be ready to

respond. Amen.

Scripture Reading: Old Testament Reading — James 1:17-27 p.1881

" Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of
the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. '® He chose to



give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of
all he created.

Listening and Doing

My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to
listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, *° because human anger does
not produce the righteousness that God desires. %! Therefore, get rid of all
moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the word planted
in you, which can save you.

2 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.
5 Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like someone
who looks at his face in a mirror **and, after looking at himself, goes away and
immediately forgets what he looks like. 2 But whoever looks intently into the
perfect law that gives freedom, and continues in it—not forgetting what they
have heard, but doing it—they will be blessed in what they do.

**Those who consider themselves religious and yet do not keep a tight rein on
their tongues deceive themselves, and their religion is worthless. " Religion that
God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and
widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.

Scripture Reading: Gospel Reading — Mark 7:1-23 p.1602
The Pharisees and some of the teachers of the law who had come from Jerusalem

gathered around Jesus 2 and saw some of his disciples eating food with hands
that were defiled, that is, unwashed. 3 (The Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat
unless they give their hands a ceremonial washing, holding to the tradition of the
elders. 4 When they come from the marketplace they do not eat unless they wash.
And they observe many other traditions, such as the washing of cups, pitchers
and kettles.)

5 So the Pharisees and teachers of the law asked Jesus, “Why don’t your disciples

live according to the tradition of the elders instead of eating their food with

defiled hands?”

6 He replied, “Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you hypocrites; as it is

written:
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““These people honor me with their lips,
but their hearts are far from me.

7

They worship me in vain;

their teachings are merely human rules.’

8 You have let go of the commands of God and are holding on to human

traditions.”

9 And he continued, “You have a fine way of setting aside the commands of God
in order to observe your own traditions! 10 For Moses said, ‘Honor your father
and mother,” and, ‘Anyone who curses their father or mother is to be put to
death.” 11 But you say that if anyone declares that what might have been used to
help their father or mother is Corban (that is, devoted to God)— 12 then you no
longer let them do anything for their father or mother. 13 Thus you nullify the
word of God by your tradition that you have handed down. And you do many
things like that.”

14 Again Jesus called the crowd to him and said, “Listen to me, everyone, and
understand this. 15 Nothing outside a person can defile them by going into them.
Rather, it is what comes out of a person that defiles them.” [16]

17 After he had left the crowd and entered the house, his disciples asked him
about this parable. 18 “Are you so dull?” he asked. “Don’t you see that nothing
that enters a person from the outside can defile them? 19 For it doesn’t go into
their heart but into their stomach, and then out of the body.” (In saying this,

Jesus declared all foods clean.)

20 He went on: “What comes out of a person is what defiles them. 21 For it is
from within, out of a person’s heart, that evil thoughts come—sexual immorality,
theft, murder, 22 adultery, greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander,

arrogance and folly. 23 All these evils come from inside and defile a person.”
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Sermon When Piety Becomes a Problem

Affirmation of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus
Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead,
and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father
Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe
in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the

forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
Hymn of Response #695 “Change My Heart, O God”

Invitation to the Lord’s Table
Friends, this is the joyful feast of the people of God! We will come from east
and west, and from north and south, and sit at table in the kingdom of God.
According to Luke, when our risen Lord was at table with his disciples, he took
the bread, and blessed it and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes
were opened and the recognized him.
This is the Lord’s table. Our Savior invites those who trust in him to share the
feast which he has prepared

Great Thanksgiving B
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Eternal God, holy and mighty, it is truly right and our greatest joy to give you
thanks and praise, and to worship you in every place where your glory abides.



You laid the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the work of your
hands. They shall perish, but you shall endure. You are always the same and
your years will never end. You made us in your image and called us to be your
people, but we turned from you, leaving sin and death to reign. Still you loved
us and sought us. In Christ your grace defeated death and opened the way to
eternal life.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with the heavenly choirs and with
all the faithful of every time and place, who forever sing to the glory of your
name:

Holy, Holy, Holy 556

You are holy, O God of majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son, our
Lord. You sent your only begotten, in whom your fullness dwells, to be for us
the way, the truth, and the life. Revealing your love, Jesus taught those who
would hear him, healed those who believed in him, received all who sought
him, and lifted the burden of their sin. We glorify you for your great power
and love at work in Christ. By the baptism of his suffering, death, and
resurrection, you gave birth to your church, delivered us from slavery to sin and
death, and made us a new people by water and the Spirit.

Remembering all your mighty and merciful acts, we take this bread and this
wine from the gifts you have given us, and celebrate with joy the redemption
won for us in Jesus Christ. Accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving
as a living and holy offering of ourselves, that our lives may proclaim the one
crucified and risen.

Great is the mystery of faith.
Christ has died, Christ is risen 557

Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these your gifts of
bread and wine, that the bread we break and the cup we bless may be the
communion of the body and blood of Christ. By you Spirit unite us with the
living Christ and with all who are baptized in his name, that we may be one in

ministry in every place. As this bread is Christ’s body for us, send us out to be
the body of Christ in the world.



Intercessions

Help us, O God, to love as Christ loved. Knowing our own weakness, may we
stand with all who stumble. Sharing in his suffering, may we remember all who
suffer. Held in his love, may we embrace all whom the world denies. Rejoicing
in his forgiveness, may we forgive all who sin against us. Give us strength to
serve you faithfully until the promised day of resurrection, when with the
redeemed of all the ages we will feast with you at your table in glory.

Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory

and honor are yours, eternal God, now and forever. Amen
Amen 558

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on Earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the

power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
The Lord Jesus on the night of his arrest, took bread, and after giving thanks to
God, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying, “take, eat. This is my body,
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.

In the same way he took the cup, saying, “this cup is the new covenant sealed in
my blood, shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do

this in memory of me.

Every time you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the saving death
of the risen Lord, until he comes.

The gifts of God for the people of God.

The body of Christ given for you.



The blood of Christ, shed for you.

Prayer
Loving God, we thank you that you have fed us in this sacrament, united us
with Christ, and given us a foretaste of the heavenly banquet in your eternal
kingdom. Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and work to your
praise and glory, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Call to Offering
Every generous act of giving, like every perfect gift, is from above. We are not
the authors of our own generosity, but we are called to be doers of the word and
not merely hearers. Having heard God’s call to care for others, we must respond.

Let us receive the morning offering.

Offertory Bread and Wine by Blake
Doxology #606 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”

Prayer of Dedication —

Let us pray. God of wonderful generosity; you are the author of every good gift.
You have given us this earth to be our home. You have made the earth fruitful
for our daily needs and beautiful for the inspiring of our souls. You have given
us life and called us to share our lives with others in blessed community. With
thankful hearts, we return a portion of the goodness you have shared with us.
Bless our offering and fill our offering with your grace for the sake of the work
of your kingdom. In Christ’s name, we pray. Amen.

Announcements
Closing Hymn #716 “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending”
Charge and Benediction

Postlude Profession of Faith by Kendall
9



ANNOUNCEMENTS
We are selling SCRIP this Sunday, September 1*: A portion of each card comes

back to us and our ministries. To purchase Scrip or for more information see John

Current.

Grace Office Hours: The office will be closed this Monday for the holiday. Also,
the office will close early on Tuesday, September 3™, at noon. It will return to its

regular hours on Wednesday.

New Newsletter: There is a new newsletter. Paper copies are in the narthex. If you
or someone you know would benefit from a paper copy mailed to them, please

inform the office.

Sunday School and Bible Studies Return in September: To celebrate the return to

our educational opportunities, we are throwing a pitch-in meal after the service on

September 15. Sunday classes will begin on the following Sunday, September 22™. A

full list of your options will be coming out soon.

Save the Date - Grace Fall Rummage Sale - September 20-21%: We've got a few

things left to sell. More info to come.

Save the Date - Eric Black’s Ordination: Friend and a pulpit supply of Grace, Eric
Black, is being ordained on October 26™, at Messiah Lutheran, at 2:00 PM.

Everyone is invited.

United Faith Food Bank Needs: Our friends at the United Faith food bank know
their customers and their needs. Right now they are incredibly low/out of canned
vegetables (especially green beans and corn) and will not be getting any large
donations of them for a while. If you’d like to help, bring a donation of food to our

narthex and leave it in our shopping cart. They are also in need of plastic bags.

Upcoming Welcome Table: Grace family and friends, you are invited to join for
fellowship or by volunteering with United Faith and North Christian for their

upcoming free community meals. The next three dates are: August 26™, September

9* and September 23™. Tables begin seating at 5:30 PM. Located at 1616 W. Main
10



st.

Birthdays
Donna Parrish - August 31

Meara Geist — September 1
Bruce Barnett - September 3
Maureen Rogers - September 5
Judi Eckler-Queen - September 7
Brian Geist - September 7
Douglas Haller - September 7

Anniversaries
Jeff & Betsy Kachmar
September 28, 1996

ZOOM INSTRUCTIONS

To connect to our worship services on Zoom, follow these instructions to watch or listen. You

can connect at 10:15 for fellowship; the service starts at 10:30.

Option 1: Automatically Join the Meeting

Follow the link in the email sent every week. This is by far the easiest way to connect
to the live video.

Option 2: Manually Join the Meeting

You can download Zoom from https://www.zoom.us.

After you have installed the program/app, click on “Join” and enter this information:
Meeting ID: 9712063468 Password: 030414

Option 3: Call in to Listen (Audio Only)

On Sunday Morning, you can call to listen to the service. After you call, it will ask you
to enter the Meeting ID and Password Below:

Phone Number: (301) 715-8592 Meeting ID: 9712063468 Password: 030414
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ADORATION

Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven 619

(Psalm 103)
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This adaptation of an older paraphrase of Psalm 103 (see no. 620) is informed by an awareness that much of
the received language of religious traditions enshrines social values that obscure the goodness of God, which
far transcends all our labels and categories and hierarchies,

TEXT: Henry Francis Lyte, 1834, adapt, Ecumenical Women's Center, 1974 LALUDA ANIMA
MUSIC: John Goss, 1864 8.7.8.7.8.7
Text Adapt, © 1974 Ecumenical Women's Center
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SERVICE MUSIC

Glory Be to the Father 581
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Songs reprinted with permission under CCLI 1292718 or ONE LICENSE A-731346.
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DEDICATION AND STEWARDSHIP

Change My Heart, O God 695
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The central image of the potter and the clay in this text comes from Isaiah 64:8 (and there is 4 similar
reference in Jeremiah 18:1-6), while the petition for a changed heart is similar to Psalm 51:10. Such readiness
to do God's will is a significant feature of the spiritual life.

TEXT: English and Spanish, Eddie Espinosa, 1982; CHANGE MY HEART
Korean trans., The United Methodist Korean Hymnal Committes, 2001 Irregular

MUSIC: Eddie Esplnusa, 1982

Teat and Music © 1982 Mercy/Vineyard Publistung fadimin. in North Amenica Music Services)
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Songs reprinted with permission under CCLI 1292718 or ONE LICENSE A-731346.

SERVICE MUSIC

606 Praise God, from Whom

All Blessings Flow
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TEXT: Thamas Ken, 1695, 1709 OLD HUNDREDTH
MUSIC: Genenan Psalter, 1551 ™

15



Songs reprinted with permission under CCLI 1292718 or ONE LICENSE A-731346.

DEDICATION AND STEWARDSHIP

God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending 716
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and re - claim - ing, serv-ing you by lov-ing  all

Guitar chords do not correspond with keyboard harmaony.

This text on stewardship was one of about 450 submissions in a search for such hymns conducted by the
Hymn Society of America in 1961, These words are well grounded by their musical setting, an early
American shape note tune named for a Baptist church in Harris County, Georgia.
TEXT: Robert L. Edwards, 1961, alt. HEACH SPRING
MUSIC: The Sacred Harp, 1844; harm. James H. Wood, 1954 87870

Text © 1961, ren. 1989 The Hyeon Saciety (admin, Hope Publishing Company )
Music Harm. © 1958, ren. 1986 Broadman Press (admin, Music Services)
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