
1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ash Wednesday: 
A Service of Confession and Lament 

 
Grace Presbyterian Church 

Fort Wayne, Indiana 
February 17th, 2021



2 

Ash Wednesday: A Service of Confession and Lament 

February 17th, 2021 – 5:30 P.M. 
 

Opening Lament: A Voicing of Pain, Sin, and Struggle 

 

Hymn  As Pants the Deer p. 6 

 

Scripture Reading: Isaiah 58:1-12 CEB 
58:1 Shout loudly; don’t hold back; 

 raise your voice like a trumpet! 

Announce to my people their crime, 

 to the house of Jacob their sins. 
2 They seek me day after day, 

 desiring knowledge of my ways 

 like a nation that acted righteously, 

 that didn’t abandon their God. 

They ask me for righteous judgments, 

 wanting to be close to God. 
3 “Why do we fast and you don’t see; 

 why afflict ourselves and you don’t notice?” 

Yet on your fast day you do whatever you want, 

 and oppress all your workers. 
4 You quarrel and brawl, and then you fast; 

 you hit each other violently with your fists. 

You shouldn’t fast as you are doing today 

 if you want to make your voice heard on high. 
5 Is this the kind of fast I choose, 

 a day of self-affliction, 

 of bending one’s head like a reed 

 and of lying down in mourning clothing and ashes? 

 Is this what you call a fast, 

  a day acceptable to the Lord? 
6 Isn’t this the fast I choose: 

 releasing wicked restraints, untying the ropes of a yoke, 

 setting free the mistreated, 
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 and breaking every yoke? 
7 Isn’t it sharing your bread with the hungry 

 and bringing the homeless poor into your house, 

 covering the naked when you see them, 

 and not hiding from your own family? 
8 Then your light will break out like the dawn, 

 and you will be healed quickly. 

Your own righteousness will walk before you, 

 and the Lord’s glory will be your rear guard. 
9 Then you will call, and the Lord will answer; 

 you will cry for help, and God will say, “I’m here.” 

If you remove the yoke from among you, 

 the finger-pointing, the wicked speech; 
10  if you open your heart to the hungry, 

 and provide abundantly for those who are afflicted, 

 your light will shine in the darkness, 

 and your gloom will be like the noon. 
11 The Lord will guide you continually 

 and provide for you, even in parched places. 

 He will rescue your bones. 

You will be like a watered garden, 

 like a spring of water that won’t run dry. 
12 They will rebuild ancient ruins on your account; 

 the foundations of generations past you will restore. 

You will be called Mender of Broken Walls, 

 Restorer of Livable Streets. 

 

Hymn: My Song Is Love Unknown p. 7 

 

Scripture Reading: Psalm 51 CEB 
51:1 Have mercy on me, God, according to your faithful love! 

 Wipe away my wrongdoings according to your great compassion! 
2 Wash me completely clean of my guilt; 

 purify me from my sin! 
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3 Because I know my wrongdoings, 

 my sin is always right in front of me. 
4 I’ve sinned against you—you alone. 

 I’ve committed evil in your sight. 

That’s why you are justified when you render your verdict, 

 completely correct when you issue your judgment. 
5 Yes, I was born in guilt, in sin, 

 from the moment my mother conceived me. 
6 And yes, you want truth in the most hidden places; 

 you teach me wisdom in the most secret space.  
7 Purify me with hyssop and I will be clean; 

 wash me and I will be whiter than snow. 
8 Let me hear joy and celebration again; 

 let the bones you crushed rejoice once more. 
9 Hide your face from my sins; 

 wipe away all my guilty deeds! 
10 Create a clean heart for me, God; 

 put a new, faithful spirit deep inside me! 
11 Please don’t throw me out of your presence; 

 please don’t take your holy spirit away from me. 
12 Return the joy of your salvation to me 

 and sustain me with a willing spirit. 
13 Then I will teach wrongdoers your ways, 

 and sinners will come back to you. 
14 Deliver me from violence, God, God of my salvation, 

 so that my tongue can sing of your righteousness. 
15 Lord, open my lips, 

 and my mouth will proclaim your praise. 
16 You don’t want sacrifices. 

 If I gave an entirely burned offering, 

 you wouldn’t be pleased. 
17 A broken spirit is my sacrifice, God.  

 You won’t despise a heart, God, that is broken and crushed. 
18 Do good things for Zion by your favor. 
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 Rebuild Jerusalem’s walls. 
19 Then you will again want sacrifices of righteousness— 

 entirely burned offerings and complete offerings. 

  Then bulls will again be sacrificed on your altar. 

 

Litany of Penitence (Borrowed and Adapted from IAC Colorado Springs) 

Lord, have mercy upon us, 

For we have sinned against you. 

For all our unfaithfulness and disobedience, and for the pride, vanity, and hypocrisy 

of our lives. Lord, have mercy upon us, 

For we have sinned against you. 

For our self-pity and impatience, and our envy of those we think more fortunate than 

ourselves. Lord, have mercy upon us, 

For we have sinned against you. 

For our unrighteous anger, bitterness and resentment. Lord, have mercy upon us, 

For we have sinned against you. 

For our obsession with purity and ignoring of greed, our exploitation of other people, 

and our failure to give of ourselves in love. Lord, have mercy upon us, 

For we have sinned against you. 

For our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our intemperate pursuit of worldly 

goods and comforts. Lord, have mercy upon us, 

For we have sinned against you. 

For our dishonesty in daily life and work, our ingratitude for your gifts, and our 

failure to heed your call. Lord, have mercy upon us, 

For we have sinned against you. 

 

Invitation to Introspection and Discipline 

Time of Silent Confession 

Reminder of Morality and Sinfulness 

Prayer for our Lenten Practices 

 

Hymn  In Deepest Night P. 8 

 

Closing (Please Leave in Reverent Silence)
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Song reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE A-731346. 
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