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Sunday Online Worship – December 27th, 2020 
How can we pray for you? 

Let us know at prayerrequests@gpcfw.org or in the Zoom/Facebook Chat! 
We invite you to join in the liturgy by speaking the parts in *BOLD* with us from your homes! 

 

10:00 – Zoom Meeting and Facebook Livestream Start 
Join us for a chat in the Zoom Meeting before the service! 

 
10:25 – Zoom Fellowship Ends/Pre-Recorded Prelude 
 
10:30 – Live Prelude Starts  Sue Creager 
 
Welcome  Cathy German 
 
Call to Worship – Psalm 148:1-2 CEB John Current 

Praise the Lord from heaven! 
Praise God on the heights! 

 Praise the Lord from heaven! 
Praise God, all of you who are [God’s] messengers! 
Praise the Lord from heaven! 
Praise God, all of you who comprise [God’s] heavenly forces! 
 

Opening Hymn Come Thou Long Expected Jesus p. 7 
 
Call to Confession 
 
Prayer of Confession 

Lord God, forgive our clouded memory: In the dark crevices of our hiding, 
we forgot how you said, “Let there be light.” In the confused turns of our 
choosing, we forget how you said, “you shall have no other god.” In the 
lonely corners of our lives we forget how you said, “To us a child is born.” 
Fulfill among us the truth you spoke, the truth that lives still. Hear us as we 
lift our prayers to you. 

Time of Silent Prayer and Confession 
We pray in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Assurance of Pardon 
Leader: …you are forgiven 
All: Thanks be to God! Amen 
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Song of Assurance We Are Forgiven p. 8 
 
Passing the Peace 
 Leader: The Peace and Love of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
 All: And also with you! 

 Leader: Let us take a moment, wave to each other on Zoom, send a 
message of peace to each other on Facebook, and invite the peace of 
Christ into our worship. 

Zoom Users: If you are able, make sure your webcam is on and you are set to “Gallery View” 

 
Time of Music and Meditation  Sue Creager 
 
Prayer for Illumination  John Current 
 
Children’s Message  Cathy German 
 
Hebrew Lesson: Isaiah 61:10-62:3 CEB  John Current 

10 I surely rejoice in the Lord; 
 my heart is joyful because of my God, 
 because he has clothed me with clothes of victory, 
 wrapped me in a robe of righteousness 
 like a bridegroom in a priestly crown, 
 and like a bride adorned in jewelry. 
11 As the earth puts out its growth, 
 and as a garden grows its seeds, 
 so the Lord God will grow righteousness and praise before all the nations. 
62:1 For Zion’s sake I won’t keep silent, 
 and for Jerusalem’s sake I won’t sit still 
 until her righteousness shines out like a light, 
 and her salvation blazes like a torch. 
2 Nations will see your righteousness, 
 all kings your glory. 
You will be called by a new name, 
 which the Lord’s own mouth will determine. 
3 You will be a splendid garland in the Lord’s hand, 
 a royal turban in the palm of God’s hand. 
 

Gospel Lesson: Luke 2:22-38 CEB  Cathy German 
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22 When the time came for their ritual cleansing, in accordance with the Law from 
Moses, they brought Jesus up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord. (23 It’s written in 
the Law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male will be dedicated to the Lord.”) 24 They 
offered a sacrifice in keeping with what’s stated in the Law of the Lord, A pair of 
turtledoves or two young pigeons.  

25 A man named Simeon was in Jerusalem. He was righteous and devout. He eagerly 
anticipated the restoration of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26 The Holy 
Spirit revealed to him that he wouldn’t die before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27 Led 
by the Spirit, he went into the temple area. Meanwhile, Jesus’ parents brought the child 
to the temple so that they could do what was customary under the Law. 28 Simeon took 
Jesus in his arms and praised God. He said, 

29 “Now, master, let your servant go in peace according to your word, 
 30 because my eyes have seen your salvation. 
31 You prepared this salvation in the presence of all peoples. 
32 It’s a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
 and a glory for your people Israel.” 
33 His father and mother were amazed by what was said about him. 34 Simeon 

blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “This boy is assigned to be the cause of the 
falling and rising of many in Israel and to be a sign that generates opposition 35 so that 
the inner thoughts of many will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your innermost 
being too.” 

36 There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, who belonged to the 
tribe of Asher. She was very old. After she married, she lived with her husband for 
seven years. 37 She was now an 84-year-old widow. She never left the temple area but 
worshipped God with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 She approached at that very 
moment and began to praise God and to speak about Jesus to everyone who was 
looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem. 
 
Sermon “The Miracle of Showing Up”Rev. Alan Thames 
   Executive Presbytery, Whitewater Valley Presbytery 

 
Hymn Lord, Bid Your Servant Go in Peace p. 9 
 
Affirmation of Faith – The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 

Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the 
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dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on Earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
A Word on Offering  John Current 
 
Offertory  Sue Creager 
 
Announcements 
 
Closing Hymn Away in the Manger p. 10 
 
Charge and Benediction 
 
Postlude 
 

Worship Leaders and Technology Help: 
Vocal Musician: Cathy German  
Instrumental Musician: Sue Creager 
Lay Leader: John Current 
Technology: Todd German and Brian Zimmerman 
 
--- 
 
Service planned and sermon provided by Whitewater Valley Presbytery 
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Announcements: 
Annual Reports: The new year is coming, and so are your annual reports. 2020 was…interesting…to 

say the least, and reports will probably look different than other years. If you need help, or need to 

know if you are one who need to create an annual report, please let Holly or Pastor Rob know! 
 

Technology and Worship Help: We are in need of a few more hands to help make our remote 

worship smoother and take some weight off Pastor Rob’s shoulders. We need: 

• Zoom Meeting and Facebook Greeters 

• Camera and/or Soundboard Operators 

• Lay Leaders from the sanctuary. 

If you would be interested in helping us out in any of these capacities, please let Pastor Rob know! 

Until Allen County is out of the “Red” and we can reopen, this is a great way to spend some time in 

the sanctuary on Sundays. 
 

Zoom Fellowship: No Zoom Coffee Hour this week; we’ll start back up next week. Do you have an 

idea for another remote fellowship activity? Please let Pastor Rob know! 
 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 
December 27th: Betsy Kachmar’s Birthday 

December 29th: Jill Werling’s Birthday 

December 27th: Steve and Allison Schneider’s Anniversary 
 

Prayer Requests 
Continued struggles with the pandemic, including isolation and mental health concerns. 

 

“Thank You!”s from Pastor Rob 
Thank you to all the people who have made our online worship possible this year: 

• Cathy and Tom for recording audio sang to my mediocre guitar playing while I was still 

leading from home, and then singing into a microphone live every Sunday. 

• Sue for saving us from my mediocre guitar playing. 

• Todd, Stacey, Tom, Tom (again), and Nora for learning new technology and rolling with 

the flow. 

• Brian for helping me pick out technology and sanity checking my purchases. 

• Holly for working from home, sending emails at unreasonable hours with unreasonably 

short notice, and helping make sure this all could keep running even when it feels like it 

couldn’t. 

• All the lay leaders who come to Grace on Sundays to help make our service feel more 

normal and regular.  
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Zoom Instructions 

To connect to our worship services on Zoom, follow these instructions 

to watch or listen.  You can connect at 10:00 for fellowship time; the 

service starts at 10:30. 

 

Option 1: Automatically Join the Meeting 

Follow the link in the email sent every week.  This is by far the easiest way to 

connect to the live video. 

 

Option 2: Manually Join the Meeting 

You can download Zoom from https://www.zoom.us.  

After you have installed the program/app, click on “Join” and enter this 

information: 

Meeting ID: 9712063468 

Password: 030414 

 

Option 3: Call in to Listen (Audio Only) 

On Sunday Morning, you can call to listen to the service.  After you call, it 

will ask you to enter the Meeting ID and Password Below: 

Phone Number: (301) 715-8592 

Meeting ID: 9712063468 

Password: 030414 

 

If you have any questions before Sunday, can call Pastor Rob at (260) 267-5367 
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Songs reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE A-731346. 
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